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This issue of America Bharathi is sponsored by
Dr. Prem Reddy

Dr. Prem Reddy, a gifted cardiologist, successful entrepreneur, and a dedicated philanthropist
is among those supporters of American Telugu Association to whom we can turn to anytime
and anticipate enthusiastic support and contribution.  As a token of our appreciation and heartfelt 
gratitude, we would like to dedicate this issue of America Bharathi to Dr. Prem Reddy and Dr. 
Santhi Reddy.



Apr - Jun, 20071

President’s  Message

American Telugu Association
P.O. Box 4496, Naperville, IL 60567

Phone: (630) 783-2250, Fax: (630) 783-2251
http://www.ataworld.org

Dear ATA Friends,

It has been almost five months since the new ATA tenure began and we have been able to do many wonderful and 
positive things.  The work we have done has not been easy and there are still many things left to do, yet, with a 
team of volunteers and workers as dedicated and talented as the ones who serve ATA, there is no doubt in my mind 
that we will be able to accomplish all that we set out to do and live up to our responsibilities as members of Telugu 
community.  It is my hope that this message will serve as a state of ATA report and everyone can see some of the 
progress we have made or are making. 

On May 6, 2007, ATA with partnership from TANA, hosted our honorable Chief Minister Dr. Y.S. Rajasekhara 
Reddy.  The aim of this event was to provide a dialogue between the citizens of USA and India and create a forum to 
discuss future works and projects affecting Andhra Pradesh.  We have assured both the Chief Minister and the people 
of A.P. that we have, we are and we will dedicate our efforts to helping those people who most desperately need help 
and to share in the fortunes we have been so blessed to receive.  This event was a huge success and I would like to 
especially congratulate ATA members from Chicago who worked tirelessly and with dogged determination to stage 
such a fantastic event.

Our ATA magazine, America Bharathi, is now available online.  I would like to congratulate the entire America 
Bharathi team and web committee for their hard work, dedication and talents.  Also, I would take this moment 
to encourage all members of ATA, especially the youth, to contribute articles, stories and other musings to this 
magazine. 

Another recent occurrence was my trip to Hyderabad where I met with Telangana Rashitrya Samithi (TRS) President 
K. Chandrasekhar Rao and Telugu Desam Party President Nara Chandrababu Naidu, and, on behalf of ATA, extended 
an invitation to visit the U.S.A.  Mr. Naidu accepted that invitation and he will be visiting Indianapolis on July 2nd 
and 3rd.  

Finally, as many of you know, we are quickly approaching our 10th ATA Conference.  Planning for the conference is 
in full tilt and we fully anticipate that this event will be the best one thus far.  The work of so many people has been 
absolutely inspiring and I could not be prouder to serve as the president for such a fine group of people.  I am eagerly 
anticipating this event and I have no doubt that everyone in attendance will be pleased and overjoyed with the level 
of detail, organization and activities that the New York conference will provide.  The days are moving quickly and 
soon we will be together as one, however, until then, I wish you happiness and God’s blessings. 
Sincerely,

Chandra G Reddy
President                     



Apr - Jun, 200722

Cover: Designed by Dr. Siva Prasad Kumpatla, the front cover depicts familiar scenes from a village from our 
Telugu land. A village is the heart of agriculture and it is where our culture has been nurtured over millennia. The 
wind laden with the scent of standing crops, birds hovering over trees big and small, water quenching the thirst of 
plants, livestock and villagers alike, cattle helping the farmers to plough and to carry, a woman carrying lunch for her 
husband in a basket on her head and with  a child strapped to her shoulder, little girls playing Oppula guppa – these 
are some of many  scenes and experiences that remind us of our beloved villages. Many of our villages are currently 
in need of quality drinking water, health care and education for children. It is a goal of ATA to “adopt such villages”, 
three at a time, to provide some of these basic amenities. 
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America Bharathi
Magazine of American Telugu 

Association
Chief Editor

Siva Prasad Kumpatla

Editorial

Dear America Bharathi readers:

Greetings! A salute and tribute to all Telugu Mothers and Fathers on the occasion of 
Mother’s day and Father’s day during this quarter. During my school days in India, 
I used to wonder why we did not have Mother’s day and Father’s day just like the 
Teacher’s day. Then, one day while going through an Encyclopedia, I came to know 
that these two days were celebrated in US. In fact, the earliest accounts of respecting 
mothers goes all the way back to the Greeks who dedicated their annual spring festival 
to Rhea, and Romans who used to worship Cybele, both are mothers of Gods. In the 
United States, Mother’s day started nearly 150 years ago when Anna Jarvis launched 
a community health awareness rally and called it “Mother’s work day” since she 
believed that mothers are good advocates for such a cause. Similarly Mrs. Sonora 
Dodd of US was a driving force behind the establishment of Father’s Day as a token 
of appreciation for her father. 

Now I am happy since these two days are becoming increasingly popular and 
integrated into our culture in India …although not at the pace of Nike shoes, Levis 
jeans, Baywatch serials, burgers and pizzas. Our parents make a lot of sacrifices for 
us, they personify unconditional love and it means a lot to them if we pause for a day 
in this quagmire of busy modern life and show them that we appreciate what they 
have done for us to get us here…actually, I wanted to say, “..to get us to US!” If it is 
up to me, I would put Mother’s day and Father’s day at the top of our festivals list.

Now, let us talk about a thing or two about humanity. Kahlil Gibran once wrote 
“Should you sit upon a cloud you would not see the boundary line between one 
country and another…”.  Gibran would have been thrilled about the opportunity to 
sit on a cloud through air travel had he lived a couple of decades longer…and to see 
that there are indeed no physical boundaries between countries. Sometimes you see 
initiatives in the world for the benefit of humanity irrespective of (perceived, real 
or created?) boundaries and they make us feel elated. One such event is the Blue 
Planet Run® that started on June 1st this year - the 15,200 mile Run through three 
continents for the cause of safe drinking water for humans. Did you know that 1.1 
billion people in the world, roughly one-sixth of the world’s population, do not have 
access to safe drinking water? Many of our villages in Andhra Pradesh do fall in this 
‘need drinking water’ category and I am proud to be part of an association like ATA 
whose mandate is to adopt three such villages at a time to provide water and other 
basic necessities.  

We have an exciting stash of articles and touching stories for you in this issue along 
with the colorful coverage of the visit by Dr. Y.S. Rajasekhara Reddy, Honorable 
Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh.

With best wishes,                                                          - Siva Prasad Kumpatla
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n+<ä]ø° Hê qeTkÕÿs¡eTT\T eT]j·TT eT<äsY‡&˚, bòÕ<äsY‡ &˚ X¯óuÛ≤ø±+ø£å\T

ª»qe]`e÷]Ãµ nyÓT]ø± uÛ≤s¡‹øÏ MTs¡+~+∫q n_Ûe÷HêìøÏ #ê˝≤ ø£è‘·»„‘·\T. eTq+ ∫qï‘·q+ qT+&ç

mH√ï <˚e⁄fi¯¢≈£î qeTdüÿ]düTÔHêïeTT. |üP»\T #˚düTÔHêïeTT. ø±ì eTq≈£î »qàì∫Ãq, C≤„Hêìï∫Ãq Á|ü‘·´ø£å<Ó’yê\T

eTT>∑TZs¡T. Mπs ‘·*¢, ‘·+Á&ç, >∑Ts¡Te⁄. n+<äTπø y˚<ë\T ªe÷‘·è<˚y√ uÛÑe...|æ‘·è<˚y√uÛÑe...Ä#ês¡´ <˚y√ uÛÑeµµ nì

|òüTÀwædüTÔHêïsTT. eT]|ü⁄Œ&ÉT ‘·\T¢\≈£î, ‘·+Á&ÉT\≈£î ìyêfi¯ó\]Œ+#˚ eT<äsY‡&˚, bòÕ<äsY‡&˚ dü+<äs¡“¤+>± eTq

‘·*¢<ä·+Á&ÉT\ >∑T]+∫ #Ó|ü⁄Œ≈£î+<ëe÷?

neTà... m+‘· ø£eTàì e÷≥ sTT~! ø=~› ø£åD≤\ ÁøÏ‘·+ ªj·T÷ ≥÷´uŸµ yÓuŸôd’{Ÿ˝À ªª#·+<äe÷eT

sêy˚....C≤_*¢sêy˚, ø=+&ÓøÏÿsêy˚... ø√{Ï |üP\T ‘˚y˚!µµ bÕ≥qT $qïyÓ+≥H˚ neTàqT >∑Ts¡TÔ #˚j·T{≤ìøÏ

Ç+‘·ø£+fÒ eT+∫ ñb˛<ëÈ‘·eTT eTπsB ñ+&É<äì|æ+∫, $TeTà*ï MT C≤„|üø±\ bıs¡˝À¢øÏ...ø=ìï ˝Ò<ë #ê˝≤

dü+e‘·‡sê\T yÓqøÏÿ rdüT¬ø[fl eTs√kÕ] >√s¡TeTT<ä›\T ‹ì|ædü÷Ô, ˝≤*dü÷Ô neTàbÕ&çq á bÕ≥qT,

eT<ÛäTs¡yÓTÆq Ä  ø£åD≤\qT MT≈£î >∑Ts¡TÔ #˚j·T&É+ ø√dü+ ábÕ≥qT C≤„|üø£+ #˚düTÔHêïqT. y˚<ë\T #Ó|æŒq eTq≈£î

ø£ì|æ+#˚ eTT>∑TZs¡T <˚e⁄fi¯¢˝À nÁ>∑kÕúq+ neTà~. ªª<˚e⁄&ÉT nìï düeTj·÷˝À¢, nìï #√≥¢ ñ+&É˝Ò<äT ø±ã{Ïº

neTàqT düèwæº+#ê&ÉTµµ nì n+{≤s¡T. m+‘· ì»eT+&û á e÷≥! qee÷kÕ\T yÓ÷dæ, ‘·q Áù|eTqT |ü+∫,

mH√ï ‘ê´>±\T #˚dæ eTq*ï ô|+∫ ô|<ä› #˚ùd ‘·*¢ düèwæº˝À eTôVAqï‘·yÓTÆq~. neTà Áù|eT≈£î kÕ«s¡ú+ ˝Ò<äT...

ne<ÛäT˝Ò¢e⁄.. Ä+>∑¢+˝À Bìì ªªnHé ø£+&ûwüq˝Ÿ \yéµµ nì n+{≤s¡T. n+fÒ @B @yÓTÆHê düπs Ä Áù|eT eTqqT

yÓqï+{Ï ñ+≥T+~. eTq J$‘·+˝À &ÉãT“‘√ ø=q˝Òì yê{Ï˝À¢ neTà Áù|eT ˇø£{Ï... $T>∑‘ê$ ø=q{≤ìøÏ eT]

e÷düºsY ø±sY¶ ñ+&ÉH˚ ñ+~>±! neTà Áù|eT m˝≤+{Ï<√ eTq ‘Ó\T>∑T >∑»˝Ÿ >±j·T≈£î&ÉT >∑»˝Ÿ lìyêdt>±s¡T ˇø£

bÕ≥˝À m+‘· #·ø£ÿ>± #ÓbÕŒs√ ‘Ó\TkÕ? ªªˇø£ÿkÕ] qqTï ‹{Ïº e+<äkÕs¡T¢ @&çÃ+~...ˇø£ÿkÕ] qqTï ø={Ïº

s√»+‘ê |üdüTÔ+~!µµ n≥Te+{Ï<ä+&ç neTà Áù|eT..qqï&ç–‘˚ Áù|eT≈£î dü+|üPs¡í ìs¡«#·q+ neTà. m+<äTø£+fÒ,

n~ @ Áù|s¡D, kÕ«s¡ú+ ˝Ò≈£î+&Ü e#˚Ã~. n+<äTπø... ‘·\T¢\+<ä]ø° ìyêfi¯ó*yê«\H˚ Äø±+ø£å‘√ Áù|eT≈£î ÇdüTÔHêï

z ø=‘·Ô ìs¡«#·q+... Áù|eT... ªÁù|µ n+fÒ ªÁù|s¡D ˝Òìµ ªeTµ n+fÒ ªªeTeTø±s¡+µµ. neTà Áù|eT...eT] Áù|s¡D ˝Òì

eTeTø±s¡+ ø£<ë!

eT] eTq ‘·+Á&ÉT\ >∑T]+#√... ªªHêqïµµ nq>±H˚ Hê≈£î >∑Ts¡TÔ≈£îe#˚Ã~ ªªz Hêqï! ˙ eTqùd yÓqï... neTè‘·+

ø£Hêï n~ m+‘√ $Tqï µµ bÕ≥. ‘·qT eTTfi¯flu≤≥˝À q&ç∫Hê, ø£cÕº˝…<äTs=ÿHêï, ‘·q |æ\¢\T e÷Á‘·+ dü+‘√wü+>±

ñ+&Ü\H˚ Áù|eT, dü+ø£˝≤Œ\≈£î Á|ü‹s¡÷|üy˚T ‘·+Á&ç. ø±ì ‘·+Á&ç ‘·q Áù|eTqT kÕ<Ûës¡D+>± ‘·q˝ÀH˚

<ë#·T≈£î+{≤&ÉT. ‘·+Á&ç Áù|eT ˇø£ uÛÑ]D…˝À ã+~Û+∫q düT>∑+<Ûä+ e+{Ï~. Ä düTyêdüq\qT ‘·q ùdïVæ≤‘·T\,

ã+<ÛäTe⁄\ e<ë› ‘·s¡#·÷ ‘·q dü+‘êq+ >∑T]+∫ dü+‘√wü+‘√ yÓ<ä»\T¢‘·T+{≤&ÉT. ø±ì n~ Á|ü‹ì‘·´+

ãj·T≥|ü&É<äT. eT] |ü⁄Á‘√‘ê‡Vü≤eTT, |ü⁄Á‹ø√‘ê‡Vü≤eTT‘√ ‘·+Á&ç >∑]«+#˚˝≤ #˚j·T≥+

eTqe+‘·T...u≤<Ûä´‘·...eTq n<äèwüº+.

eTqMTs√E á uÛÑ÷MTà<ä ñ+&É{≤ìøÏ ø±s¡D+ eTq ‘·*¢<ä·+Á&ÉT\T. yê]øÏ @$T∫ÃHê eTq+ ãTTD+

rs¡TÃø√˝ÒeTT. ø±ì eTq ø£è‘·»„‘·qT Áù|eTqT ‘·s¡#·÷ yê]øÏ #·÷|ædü÷Ô yê]ì Äq+<ä|üs¡Tdü÷Ô ñ+&É≥y˚T eTq+

yê]øÏe«>∑*π> ø±qTø£....

‘Ó\T>∑T ‘·\T¢\≈£î, ‘·+Á&ÉT\≈£î nyÓT]ø± uÛ≤s¡‹ ‘·s¡|ü⁄q, Hê ‘·s¡|ü⁄q CÀVü‰s¡T¢ eT]j·TT X¯óuÛ≤ø±+ø£å\T.

MT

•eÁ|ükÕ<é ≈£î+|ü≥¢

dü+bÕ<ä≈£îì e÷≥

4



Apr - Jun, 200755

ATA and TANA felicitate Honorable Chief Minister of 
Andhra Pradesh, Dr. Y.S. Rajasekhara Reddy

ATA  mATA

Sunday, May 6, 2007, turned out to be a special day 
for Telugu people living in USA. That was the day 
when American Telugu Association (ATA) and Telugu 
Association of North America (TANA) jointly 
received, hosted a banquet and felicitated Honorable 
Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh, Dr. Y.S. 
Rajasekhara Reddy. The mayor of Chicago and a large 
contingent of Indian community accorded a warm 
welcome to Dr. Reddy when he arrived on a four-day 
visit to the US upon invitation to address the World 
Agriculture Congress-2007 in St. Louis, Missouri. 

This historic event was held at the prestigious 
Rosemont convention center in Chicago and was 
attended by a large number of Telugu people from all 
corners of USA – a testament to the portrayal of 
Telugu pride and manifest respect to the leader. Dr. 
Chandra Reddy Gavva, President of ATA, Mr. 
Jithender Reddy, President-Elect of ATA, Dr. Bandla
Hanumaiah, President of TANA and other 
representatives of ATA, TANA and several other 
Telugu associations enthusiastically participated in this 
event.  The chief minister was accompanied by 
Minister for Agriculture N. Raghuveera Reddy, 
Minister for Major Industries J. Geeta Reddy, Minister 
for Information Technology E. Damodar Reddy and 
other top officials, in addition to his family members. 
Many ATA members have put in long hours and 
dedicated efforts to make necessary arrangements on 
behalf of ATA and the result was a fantastic event. 
Special kudos to ATA members of Chicago for their 
exceptional enthusiasm, time and hard work in pulling 
an event of such a magnitude together.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr. Rajasekhara Reddy 
described ATA and TANA, who put together the 
event, as “his two eyes”. He extended his 
congratulations to the overseas Telugus for their 
contribution to the global economy and said "You are 
making us proud with your endeavors here. Keep up 
the good work”. He explained about many 
development and welfare projects currently being taken 
up by the government of Andhra Pradesh and 
applauded the non-resident Telugus living in US for 
the activities sponsored or organized by them to help 
the Mother Land and urged them to continue this 
gesture and trend. He then went on asking all Telugu 
NRIs to contribute liberally for the multifaceted 
development of Andhra Pradesh. He assured that the 
State Government was willing to facilitate and co-
operate in developing the native places of non-resident 
Telugus who come forward with plans and 
contributions. He also mentioned that his Government 
was putting a special emphasis on irrigation, 
agriculture, rural development and housing to 
rejuvenate the rural economy. In particular, he 
emphasized that the Government had accorded priority 
to irrigation sector and was allocating huge sums of 
money for the completion of the pending irrigation 
projects to irrigate nearly one crore acres. 

Dr. Reddy responded to several issues brought up 
during the session including the clarification that his 
Government had intensified efforts to secure classical 
language status to Telugu. He concluded his speech by 
conveying blessings from the Telugu Land to which 
audience responded with a reverberating applause.
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Sanskrit: The Mother of All Languages

Compiled by Ramesh Appareddy

Our Heritage

Sanskrit is considered as one of the oldest, if not the oldest, language in human history. Every language spoken in 
India has Sanskrit as its progenitor or has some elements inherited from it. Many remarkable similarities exist 
among Sanskrit, Greek and Latin and many words in these languages share the same roots. A look at the names of 
Greek, Roman and Hindu Gods and Heroes reveals astonishing similarities – same roots, same meanings and in 
many cases same sounds. For example, the Greek sky-god Zeus corresponds to the Hindu sky-god Dyaus, and this 
word is derived from a Sanskrit root “dyu” meaning "to shine." Similarly, the Vedic god of fire, Agni is equivalent 
to “Ignis” in Latin and the name of Greek god Prometheus is supposed to have derived from Sanskrit proper name 
Pramanthas (Vedic fire-worshipping priests). Some words still maintained the same sound and meaning across 
many modern day languages – an example is ‘sugar’ which is known as “Chakkera” in Telugu, “Shakkar” in 
Hindi, “Suiker” in Dutch, “Seker” in Turkish, “sucre” in French, “Zucchero” in Italian, “Azucar” in Spanish, 
“Acucar” in Portuguese … and the list continues to include dozens of languages. The ultimate origin of the English 
word "sugar" is the Sanskrit word sharkara or śarkarā which is represented in Greek/Latin root as “sacchar”. 

Comparative linguistics, the systematic comparison of languages, provides clues to the relatedness and probable 
origins of languages. Sir William Jones, the British scholar and linguist who lived in India for 11 years during late 
eighteenth century, was the first to suggest that Sanskrit originated from the same source as Latin, Greek and 
Persian. Several researchers call this putative source language “Proto-Indo-European”. Sir Jones praised the 
supremacy of Sanskrit by saying, “The Sanskrit language, whatever be its antiquity, is of wonderful structure; 
more perfect than the Greek, more copious than the Latin, and more exquisitely refined than either…”. There are 
other bandwagon of scholars who believe that the putative source language itself is Sanskrit or a language very 
similar to it. Following is an account dedicated to the glory and description of Sanskrit – The Mother language 
originated in our Motherland. - Editor

Sanskrit was first introduced by Brahma to the 
Sages of the celestial abodes and it is still the language 
of the celestial abode, so it is also called the Dev Vani.  
The one which is introduced or produced in its perfect 
form is called Sanskrit.  The word Sanskrit is formed 
from “sam + krit” where (sam) prefix means (samyak) 
‘entirely’ or ‘wholly’ or ‘perfectly,’ and krit means 
‘done.’

Sanskrit was introduced on the earth planet, by the 
eternal Sages of Sanatan Dharma along with the Divine 
scriptures such as the Vedas, the Upnishads and the 
Puranas.  A famous verse in Sage Panini’s Ashtadhyayi
tells that the Panini grammar that is in use now is 
directly graced by God Shiva.  

Once, at the end of His Divine ecstatic dance 
induced by the enthralling effects of Krishna love, God 
Shiva played on His damru (the mini hand-drum which 
God Shiva holds in His hand).  Fourteen very distinct 
sounds came out of it.  Sage Panini conceived them in 
his Divine mind and on the basis of those Divine 
sounds, reestablished the science of Sanskrit grammar, 
which already eternally existed.  

Since the start of human civilization on the earth, 
people and the Sages both spoke pure Sanskrit 
language.  The historical records indicate that three 
public programs of the recitation of the Bhagavatam
and the discourses on Krishna leelas had happened in 
Sanskrit language in 3072 BC, 2872 BC and 2842 BC 
in which Saints and the devotees participated.  Later on 
when the population increased, the prakrit form of 
speech with partly mispronounced words (called 
apbhranshas) was developed in the less educated 
society and became popular.  
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The Manu Smriti says that the ambitious 
c̣hatriyas of Bharatvarsham went abroad to the 
neighboring countries to establish their new kingdoms 
and, as they were cut off from the mainstream of the 
Bharatiya civilization and culture, they developed their 
own language and civilization as time went on.  Natural 
calamities (such as ice ages) totally shattered their 
civilizations but still the survivors, in the spoken form of 
their primitive languages, held many apbhransh words 
of the original Sanskrit language, which their remote 
ancestors had retained in their memory.  As a result of 
this affiliation with Bharatiya culture and the Sanskrit 
language, Sanskrit became the origin of the growth of 
the literary development in other languages of the world.  

The phonology (the speech sound) and 
morphology (the science of word formation) of the 
Sanskrit language is entirely different from all of the 
languages of the world.  Some of the unique features of 
Sanskrit are: 

1. The sound of each of the 36 consonants and 
the 16 vowels of Sanskrit are fixed and precise since the 
very beginning. They were never changed, altered, 
improved or modified. All the words of the Sanskrit 
language always had the same pronunciation as they 
have today. There was no ‘sound shift,’ no change in the 
vowel system, and no addition was ever made in the 
grammar of the Sanskrit in relation to the formation of 
the words. The reason is its absolute perfection by its 
own nature and formation, because it was the first 
language of the world.

2.  The morphology of word formation is unique 
and of its own kind where a word is formed from a tiny

seed root (called dhatu) in a precise grammatical order 
which has been the same since the very beginning.  
Any number of desired words could be created through 
its root words and the prefix and suffix system as 
detailed in the Ashtadhyayi of Panini.  Furthermore, 90 
forms of each verb and 21 forms of each noun or 
pronoun could be formed that could be used in any 
situation.

3. There has never been any kind, class or 
nature of change in the science of Sanskrit grammar 
as seen in other languages of the world as they 
passed through one stage to another.

4. The perfect form of the Vedic Sanskrit language 
had already existed thousands of years earlier even 
before the infancy of the earliest prime languages of the 
world like Greek, Hebrew and Latin etc.

5. When a language is spoken by unqualified 
people, the pronunciation of the word changes to some 
extent; and when these words travel by word of mouth 
to another region of the land, with the gap of some 
generations, it permanently changes its form and shape 
to some extent. For example, the Sanskrit word matri, 
with a long ‘a’ and soft ‘t,’ became mater in Greek and 
mother in English which are ‘apbhransh’ of the 
original Sanskrit word ‘matri’. Such apbhranshas of 
Sanskrit words are found in all the languages of the 
world and this situation itself proves that Sanskrit 
was the mother language of the world.

Considering all the five points as explained above, 
it is quite evident that Sanskrit is the source of all the 
languages of the world and not derived from any 
language.  As such, Sanskrit is the Divine mother 
language of the world. 

This article was compiled from, “The True History and the Religion of India” by Dharm Chakravarty Swami 
Prakashanand Saraswati. This landmark encyclopedia of authentic Hinduism gives detailed information on related 
topics such as the perfection of Sanskrit grammar, the six unmatched features of the Sanskrit language, and the origin 
of Sanskrit grammar.  For information visit www.thevedicfoundation.org.

Mr. Ramesh C. Appareddy left India in 1977 after obtaining a degree in Engineering for higher studies 
at the University of Iowa.  He worked for IBM for a number of years and is currently the President of 
Inacomp Computer Centers in Chattanooga, TN.  Mr. Appareddy has been working with our 
lawmakers in fostering Indo-US relationship for over 2 decades.  He is a graduate of the Campaign 
Management School of the American Medical Association.  He has been consistently advising the 
AAPI leaders and has participated in their Congressional reception on Capitol Hill for over a decade.  
In recent years Mr. Appareddy has volunteered as the Governmental Affairs Coordinator for the Vedic 
Foundation.  He has been very actively involved in correcting the inaccurate representation of 
Hinduism and Indian culture in the U.S. one of which is the school textbooks.



Apr - Jun, 200788

“MY GUN WAS AS TALL AS ME”

Pooja Reddy

from the desktop of ATA youth

When a little boy or a girl is born we often hear their parents say he/she is going to become a doctor, an engineer….or 
as in the recent years perhaps a computer professional! What if that child is born into a poor family of daily wage 
earners? Is the fate of that child sealed? Limited to family profession? It is sad when the little hands that need to hold 
a pen instead grab a wrench, a spade, a hammer or a machine for long hours and in far less than ideal working 
situations to earn a meager wage to support family.  Child labor is a problem that has hitherto not been handled or 
addressed diligently. Through this article, Pooja Reddy dexterously portrays the scenario of child labor in India and 
discusses some viable approaches that need to be taken if we want to release these poor kids from the clutches of 
labor. Whenever I see articles like this from our youth, I am very excited with the hope that things will change for the 
better in their hands. My congratulations to Pooja for a great job on this article.  – Editor

Sanjeet is ten years old and works in a light bulb factory 
in Bihar. He attaches metal ends to the light bulbs, puts 
them in baskets and then proceeds to carry the baskets 
downstairs where they will be fired to fuse the ends 
together.  He was sold from his family for 600 rupees 
(15 U.S. Dollars) and earns an average of 3 rupees per 
week.  Sabir, age eight, weaves strings of carpet together 
on a loom in Darjeeling. He is required to sit on the dirt 
floor in a cramped position, with his back against a 
mound of dirt for hours at a time. Sabir cannot recall the 
last time he went a day without coughing or without 
getting dirt in his eyes. Once Sabir gets a chance to 
bathe, he must do so with several other boys, out in the 
open for public eye. 

With up to 115 million children enslaved to the 
production line, India has the largest number of working 
chlidren in the world. Many argue that this is due to 
India’s staggering population of one billion; however, 
India produces over 50% of the world’s child labor 
population and only 14.2% of the general population. 
Children work an average of ten to fourteen hours a day 
for seven days a week. Some children even report being 
forced to work as long as sixteen or even eighteen hours 
on a daily basis. Working conditions often consist of 
dismal ventilation, negligible light and in tight quarters. 
These children are frequently beaten, work long hours, 
and are paid a pittance.

However, there may be circumstances in which a 
child and his/her family are better off working than not 
working. This raises two questions. Should child labor 
be abridged or entirely eradicated? And, if that is the

case, then how? The theories of rationality and utility 
maximiation state that people, on average, do what is 
best for themselves and attempt to maximize utility, 
given the constraints that they face. Government 
intervention is only necessary in cases of social 
injustice; likewise, this is also factual in relation to 
child labor. Child labor is often an indicator of market 
imperfections. There is also an additional argument; 
children often do not decide for themselves. Their 
parents habitually decide for them, and not essentially 
in their preeminent interest. In India, a solitary young 
boy recalls when his parents sold him to the recruitment 
of children for the use in armed forces. He famously 
stated, “My gun was as tall as me.”

Deplorably, there is no black and white answer 
concerning the dilemma of how to diminish or 
condense child labor in India. Some economists believe 
that policies geared toward improving the welfare of the 
poor households would be the best method of 
alleviating child labor since economic growth will take 
care of poverty, and thus child labor. It is clear that 
income and child labor are negatively related, but this 
relationship has not been proven to be a strong one. 
Countries similar to India’s per capita income have very 
different levels of child labor, and in some cases, even 
relatively rich countries show a high incidence of child 
labor. The fact that income and child labor move in 
polar opposite directions is no sustainable guarantee 
that income redistribution or growth would cause a 
reduction in child labor. Child labor, especially in its 
negative forms, is part of the general problem of 
economic underdevelopment. 
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This problem cannot cease to exist by passing 
immediate laws, as India has been doing. This example 
has become clear in the banning of child laboreres 
under the age of 14.  The hope of this law is that they 
will receive better education; however, for many 
laborers, this drastic change is far too abrupt. Young 
Samir works in the agricultural industry of North India. 
He sends his infinitesimal earnings back to southern 
India in order for his ill mother and sister to survive; 
eight-year-old Samir was quoted to say, “I don’t know 
what I will do once they pass this law. How will I 
support my mother and sister?”

The solution for the abolition of child labor in India 
must not come from immediate reforms, but from 
globalization and international trade; however, few to 
none of the laws and policies pertaining to child labor 
are done without instantaneous alteration. As a nation 
that prides itself of such intelligence, India should do 
exactly the opposite; this “gifted” nation only has a 
literacy rate of sixty percent, falling significantly 
behind poverty-stricken Ghana and communist China. 
The only way to alleviate this statistic is to enforce the 
actions taken against the abridging of child labor. 
Currently, legal measures taken against the 
proliferation of child labor often produce few results, if 
any. Regulations against such cruelty have extremely 
little effect in India. This is due to the fact that this 
loathing practice is accepted as being necessary for 
poor families to earn an income. Therefore, an 
extensive reform process is necessary to purge the 
abundance of child labor abuses in India. Altering the 
structure of the labor force and hiring the abundant 
amount of currently unemployed adults, in significantly 
enhanced work environments, is just the primary step 
in this lengthy process. New labor standards and wages 
must be adopted and medical examinations and 
minimum nutrition requirements must be established in 
India. More schools would eliminate the rampant 
illiteracy that plagues the country and would work to 
preserve structural changes. Yet, these changes cannot 
be accomplished immediately. Pressure from the 
international community is utterly crucial to bring 
about change.

According to the trade theory, if a country opens 
itself up to trade, it will specialize in the production of 
the good that it has a comparative advantage in 
producing. Participation in international trade should 
bring about an increase in the wage rate if the country 
in question has a large endowment of labor. In 
addition, there is a

strong negative correlation between the increase of 
trade and the participation in child labor. Child labor 
decreases if the marginal return to education increases. 
However, if parents cannot borrow against their 
children’s expected adult earnings, education costs 
must be met out of the household’s current earnings. If 
the unskilled wage rates rise relative to the price of 
consumption goods, as well as relative to the skilled 
wage rate, that will have an ambiguous effect on child 
labor. On one hand, it will increase the incentive to 
send children to school rather than to work; however, 
on the other hand, it will tighten the budget constraints 
of the poverty sticken households. Subsidized 
education is the most beneficial because it not only 
lowers the marginal cost to parents of sending their 
children to school, but also raises the marginal return 
to edification. Public spending on sanitation and health 
care reduces both fertility and infant mortality, which 
means that there will be fewer school-age children and 
a decrease in child labor. However, in India, most 
policies and regulations do not consist of gradual 
changes such as this. They consist of redistribution 
through a progressive income tax, which evidently has 
an indefinite effect due to the fact that it reduces the 
marginal return to edification.

Although this solution is apparent, the problem of 
this situation still remains. Perhaps it is due to the fact 
that revenue ceases the ethical morals of the Indian 
government, allowing the mass populace to be 
oblivious to this problem. The Indian government 
refused to give statistics concerning child labor until 
1996, the year they were forced to do so. For far too 
long, the world has looked the other way as hundreds 
of millions of children have been virtually enslaved in 
the pursuit of greater profit. However, this pervasive 
problem can be prevented if the general public is 
educated on the situation. Once educated, individuals 
will learn how bonded child workers are bought and 
sold like cattle. They will learn of the horrendous 
working conditions that these children are forced to 
endure, the violence that meets them when they cannot 
work hard enough to satisfy their employers, or when 
they try to escape slavery. As we begin to learn, we 
must begin making a firm commitment to eradicate this 
horrific problem in India as well as throughout the 
world. We must all work as one to help rescue the 
small innocent hands of slavery. 

Pooja Reddy is going to be a senior at East Lake High 
School in Tampa Bay, Florida. Her interests include 
traveling, painting, writing, drawing, family and friends.
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Telugu Community’s Q & A
with Dr. DHR Sarma

Ask  the Guru

Ask the Guru is intended for the discussion of items of special interest to Telugu Diaspora from a unique perspective. 
While the scope of this column will evolve with time the emphasis, to start with, will be on issues facing us, our 
children, our work and family lives to the extent they are peculiar to us, being from a different heritage than the 
mainstream USA. Please submit your questions directly to Dr. Sarma at dhrsarma@aol.com --Editor)

Question:  I am eagerly looking for a bride.  Should I 
marry someone from a Telugu family?

... Language is but one part of a whole complex 
matrimonial equation. Many factors are considered in 
selecting a life-long partner. One should recognize that 
many parameters - language, customs, food preferences, 
level of education, moral and religious convictions, 
economic standing etc - figure in the equation. They play 
a role in the quality of interaction between the couple 
and the friends and family circles. These aspects have 
different weight factors in each individual case. 
Associated with the language are features of culture, 
habits and value systems. The question to be asked is: 
does a language difference lead to great dissatisfaction 
for the future life style desired? If the answer is no, do 
not fret. If the answer is yes, think again! After all, while 
love binds the couple, sometimes blindly, it is these other 
factors that enrich or impoverish the married life. 
Recognize that language has a special place in the united 
life, but so do many other factors. Balance the nuptial 
equation for greatest harmony for the life style you seek. 
(In the next issue, this topic will be discussed from the 
perspective of the parents -Editor)

Question:  My mom always lights up the traditional lamp 
near the pictures/statues of the Gods at home and wants 
me to join her in prayer for all important occasions 
(going back to college, exams, interviews etc.). What is 
the significance of this ritual by my mom?

First of all your mom, I am sure, hopes it becomes 
your ritual as well. Further, such activities become more 
meaningful when thought of not as a ritual, but as a 
conscious effort to concentrate and focus on the divine 
power.  Your mother is wise in invoking the Gods to 
bestow on you blessings and good wishes for your 
success and well being. You may ask: is it all that simple 
to receive God’s blessings? Do these prayers really help 
me? While these questions are profound and 
philosophical, trust me as I assert that powers of focus, 

concentration, and faith in the workings of a 
superpower will lead to inner strength and 
determination, which, in turn, enhance the probability of 
positive outcomes.  There doubtless are other ways of 
enhancing the inner strength and probability of success.  
The prayer method is old, trusted and many swear by it. 
In Faith, your rewards arise from your belief and 
sincerity. And, sure, your mother’s (or father’s or 
anybody else’s) prayers have the power to benefit you.

Question: We have recently been invited to an Indian 
classical dance recital organized by our family friends. 
My parents told me that the program is a 
Bharatanatyam Arangetram. Please explain the 
significance and the need for this event. Why is it such a 
big deal?

An article on “Bharatanatyam” topic is scheduled for 
a future issue of America Bharathi. I will briefly answer 
your question here, however, please stay tuned for more 
details about this dance in that upcoming article. 
Bharatanatyam is a very popular classical dance from 
Southern India. Arangetram is the first public 
performance of the Bharatanatyam dancer – a debut or a 
graduation. The significance of this event arises from 
years of hard work and dedication required on the part 
of the performer and the teacher, due to the intricate 
nature of this dance form. It is a big deal from an artistic 
viewpoint since it is through Arangetram the dancer’s 
prowess is demonstrated to the public. It also gives a 
sense of achievement for the artist. Depending upon the 
capabilities and/or level of desire of the dancer’s parents 
in celebrating this event with friends and family, it 
could be a very well-organized grand gala event.

(D.H.R. Sarma resides in Kokomo, Indiana, and is a 
noted Telugu scholar, poet and entertaining speaker.  
By profession he is an engineering manager and 
received high honors for his technical achievements)
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Rajasekhar Pulikal: 
Winner of 2007 Governor’s Public Service Achievement Award

Telugu Tejam

May 9, 2007 was a five star day for Mr. Rajasekhar Pulikal, a resident of Carmel, Indiana, and a proud moment for his 
family and Telugu people living in Indiana and elsewhere in USA. It was the day Mr. Rajasekhar received Indiana 
government’s  prestigious pubic service award from Governor, Mitchelle E. Daniels Jr., at Indiana Statehouse in 
Indianapolis.  This award recognizes state employees who have made a significant contribution to advancing the 
objectives of improving government efficiency and customer service, demonstrated through measurable results. Mr. 
Rajasekhar was nominated by the head of his department, Indiana department of homeland security, for extraordinary 
work that contributed to the goal of raising the standards and performance of government. This honor was bestowed 
under individual award category to Mr. Rajasekhar and his colleague Mr. Dennis Leonardo for their efforts in 
successfully completing two projects. The first project, The Division of Fire Building Services’ (DFBS) filing system, 
allows customers to apply for building permits online and uploads plans directly to the agency. This is estimated to 
save approximately $25,000 each year; although it is anticipated that the savings will grow each year, as the number of 
electronic filings increase. The second project, The new Indiana Grants Management System (iGMS), saved millions of 
taxpayer dollars, while enhancing customer service. The State of Pennsylvania purchased a comparable iGMS with a 
purchase price of $4 million. Both Rajasekhar and Dennis developed the implementation of the Indiana system for 
approximately $15,000. They were also able to deploy updates to the system within hours on the very rare occasions 
that problems have been discovered.

Congratulations to Mr. Rajasekhar Pulikal on behalf of America Bharathi and ATA!

“Telugu Tejam” showcases the achievements of our fellow Telugu people in USA. If you or your friends have 
been recognized for outstanding contributions in your area of work or for community or social service, please 
report about those achievements for inclusion in this section of America Bharathi. Report should include details 
about the impact of their work and significance of the award or recognition. A photograph and mini-biographical 
sketch of the awardee is requested along with the submission. 

Let the fellow Telugu people know the achievements of you or your friends
Contribute to “Telugu Tejam!”
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In the rain, we shall Dance

Anjali Rao

from the desktop of ATA youth

Caught in the clutches of day-to-day life and submerged in the deluge of never ending chores, we often forget that we 
are mortals and we are here on this land for a short haul. Whenever thoughts like these cross my mind, I recall the 
classical Ricardian theory of rent that I learned in college economics, but my reason for this recollection is different –
we are in this world for a limited time – we simply rent the time and space here for however long we are destined to 
do so. In this touching story, Anjali Rao, portrays an emotional consternation a family goes through when faced with 
the inevitable. Congratulations ab imo pectore to Anjali Rao for such a great job on this story and thanks to fellow 
committee member Abhilash Reddy for inviting Anjali to contribute this story. Splendid job, indeed! - Editor

In the moments that follow the doctor saying “pancreatic 
cancer”, your senses will fill with a white noise, and, in 
that sonic dissonance, your life will flashback and you 
will search for the cause of that cancer and wonder if 
you should have exercised more, upped the vegetable 
intake or not smoked the occasional cigar with your 
friends.  Then you think forward, to the deterioration, 
dying and death that is inevitable and you think about 
your wife and your unborn twins who will never know 
their father and you are filled with sadness. No, you say 
to yourself, no, this can’t happen, no, not to me, no, not 
now, no, not at my age, no, this a mistake, no, its 
probably a misdiagnosis, no, the doctor is wrong, no, it’s 
just a sick joke, no, god would never allow this, no, I 
don’t deserve this, no, my father can’t bury his wife and 
son in the same year, no, my wife can’t be a widow so 
young, no, my children can’t be orphaned before they 
are born, no, it’s a bad dream, no, just wake up and it’ll 
be gone, no. The buzzing fades away and you find 
yourself back in the doctor’s office and the doctor is 
telling you that he will do everything he can and he tries 
to offer you a small ounce of hope that you may join that 
rarified company, the five percent who receive a pardon 
from this looming specter of death.  You think about 
writing a letter to your children.

The news spreads quickly, a rock thrown into a 
spring pool, disrupting and jarring, sending rippled 
emanations away from the epicenter.  You wonder if you 
are the epicenter or the rock.  Your wife tells you that 
there is hope and miracles do happen and you must live 
to see your children delivered.  Your father hung up the 
phone when you told him your diagnosis and he has not 
called back.  Your friends tell you that they are planning 
a fishing trip, guys only, and you will be there.  Your

boss says that your job will be here when you get back 
and he says that he’ll keep you updated on your 
projects.  But you know better.  The cancer is marching 
through the passageways, consuming, pillaging, 
annihilating. Your white blood cells will make a stand, 
of this you are sure, but they cannot hold out forever 
and you share a martyr’s fate.  You go to church every 
night and pray and hope that God is willing to 
negotiate.  You must start that letter.  You will tell your 
children things you have learned.  First, however, you 
must know their gender.  It was to be a surprise but 
time does not lend itself to that long unfurling process 
and this information must be known now.  Your wife 
cries because she believes this to be a sign of surrender.  
You tell her you don’t want to die.  You tell her you 
want to live.  You tell her that you will not give up but 
the odds aren’t in your favor.  God, you pray, heal me 
and I will give praise to your glory everyday, I will 
spend my weekends volunteering, I will do anything, 
anything for you, if you take this cancer away from me.

There are negotiations but she finally acquiesces and 
afterwards you call your wife’s Ob/Gyn and learn the 
gender of your twins.  They are fraternal, a boy and a 
girl.  You ask your wife if you can name them.  This 
request brings her to tears.   You will contemplate the 
names you wish to give your children.  You attempt to 
write your letter but you do not know where to start.  
You crumble up the blank piece of paper and throw it 
in the waste bin.  

Your best friend will say they’ve picked out the 
river and next spring there’s going to be a fishing trip 
and you’re going to be there.   He says that he wants to 
buy a new fishing reel and the two of you go to the
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sporting goods store to buy a new rod.  He asks if you 
want to buy a pole and he says he will buy it for you.  
He insists you choose one and so you do.  At the check 
out line, as he is paying for the purchases, you catch the 
glimmer of a tear in the corner of his eye.  You both 
know that this reel may never be cast or tugged.  You 
accept the gift anyways and you spend the car ride home 
talking about this fishing trip.  After he leaves, you go to 
the garage and put the pole away.  You are angry, and, 
in that angered state, you roar and punch the plywood 
door, yet, you barely dent the thin wood door.  You 
stand with clinched fists and white knuckles.  Your heart 
is racing and your breath is shallow.  Go outside and get 
some fresh air, look at the leaves on trees, enjoy the 
autumn afternoon, the leaves are turning colors, from 
green to red, yellow, and orange. You think of the new 
year, of the spring, of fishing, of your wife, of your 
children.  You see your neighbor playing with his kids 
on the lawn.  He picks up his young children with ease 
and swings them around.  You are reminded of your 
own failing strength.  You are still upset over the way 
your father reacted when you told him you had cancer 
and you wish he would call but you are too proud to call 
him after he hung up the phone.  You go back inside and 
pull that crumbled piece of paper out of the waste bin.

You start writing the letter again, but, find it difficult.
What lessons will you write?  You start by describing 
the current situation and realize that you are writing 
about death first.  You write about the drugs you receive 
and how those drugs make you feel and their odd names 
like Gemzar, which sounds like a villain in a science-
fiction movie.  You write about your wife, their mother, 
and how she spends her nights on the computer, 
searching for that elusive miracle and the vile Ayurvedic
concoctions she brews using recipes she discovered on 
the internet.  You tell your children that she no longer 
cries in front of you, but you do not tell them that you 
hear her crying in the bathroom and on the phone when 
speaking to her mother.  You realize that it is she who 
has been given the harder lot in life, a Job-like 
predicament with no happy ending, no resolution save 
death for you, widowhood and the struggle of raising 
two children alone.  You tell your children to take care 
of her.

You stopped writing your letter again.  Instead, you 
spend your days sitting on the sofa, watching 
Television.  Your wife asks you if you want to go out to 
a movie but you do not feel like going anywhere.  
Thanksgiving comes.  You wife asks if you want to go 
to her sister’s for the holiday.  You reply by telling her

that you have nothing to be thankful for, and, instead of 
going to her sister’s house, you spend your time in a 
melancholic haze.

Your father calls.  The words are brief and distant 
but he apologizes for hanging up and he apologizes for 
not having called since.  You hear his voice crack and 
he ends the phone call somewhat abruptly.  You don’t 
fault him because you understand that no parent should 
bury their child.  You rededicate yourself to that letter.

You write that you lettered in football and rugby in 
High School and worked on the yearbook staff.  Then 
you went to college and majored in Aeronautical 
Engineering because your father took you to Florida to 
watch the Space Shuttle leave for the heavens, and 
forever after, you were taken with the idea of flight, of 
soaring through the sky, of touching the stars and you 
tell your children that, someday, they will go to Florida 
and watch a rocket launch. You will write about the 
first time you met your wife at a party thrown by your 
best friend during the first week of your senior year of 
college and how she ignored your flirtation the entire 
night and how it took six months before she agreed to 
go out on a date with you.  You tell them about your 
hobbies and your favorite types of music, what movies 
you love, the books that you have read, the places you 
have traveled and the places you wished to travel.  You 
talk about the summer you went backpacking in Europe 
and the sights you saw, the museums, buildings and 
monuments.  Rome was your favorite destination and 
you take careful time describing everything about the 
city, from the Pantheon which housed the Olympic 
Gods to the Coliseum where the gladiators fought to 
the grounds of the Roman forum where Caesar was 
assassinated and Antony delivered his tribute.  You 
write about attending mass in St. Peter’s square, 
crowded near the red granite Egyptian Obelisk that 
stands in the center, craning to see the Pope in the 
balcony, Michelangelo’s cupola looming majestically 
in the background.  You describe the day at an 
amusement park when you spontaneously proposed to 
your wife with a little plastic ring purchased with 
tickets from a skee-ball game.

Your friends visit every couple of days.  Your best 
friend visits everyday.  

You no longer have the strength to care for yourself, 
your arms are thin, your skin pale and jaundiced, and 
the cancer has spread to your bones making it painful to 
move. Your wife tries to help but she is six months into
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her pregnancy and she has her own physical limitations. 
It becomes difficult to stay at home.  Your wife and 
doctor say you will go to the hospital for further 
treatment.  You leave your house in the morning and 
you don’t look back because you know you will never 
return again. 

Your wife decorates the hospital room.  She tapes 
pictures on the wall, pictures from your wedding, 
pictures of you and your friends, pictures of various 
locations you have traveled and pictures of your family 
when you were a child.  She buys posters of your 
favorite sports teams and tapes them up on the wall.   
She sets up get-well cards on a small table nearby and 
she brings your fishing pole and stands it up in the 
corner.  She still believes that you will get better.  She 
says that she prays every night for your health to 
improve, for her nightmare to cease.  You wish that the 
hospital didn’t smell so much like ammonia.  

The doctor stops the chemotherapy, and, in its place, 
he prescribes stronger medication for the pain which 
grows stronger everyday. He says it will make you more 
comfortable.  No, you wish to reply, this will not make 
me comfortable.  It will make me numb.  Numbness is 
not comfort. You do not say this. You thank him and 
soon you fall into a drug induced slumber.  

The letter comes along laboriously.  How can you 
compress a lifetime’s worth of thoughts into a letter?  
You’re having a boy and a girl and surely there are 
different lessons to be given to each one.  The boy will 
become a man and the girl will become a woman.  They 
begin their journey together but their roads will diverge.  
Their bodies will change, he will become tall and 
masculine, she will become soft and feminine.  Who 
will teach him how to throw a curveball or take him 
camping?  And who will sit outside with a shotgun and 
a half emptied bottle of whiskey waiting for her to come 
home from her first date?  Perhaps there are some 
moments that you will not miss as much as others.  But 
you will miss walking her down the aisle, in the same 
strapless, white wedding dress that your wife on her 
wedding day, looking radiant and beautiful, holding a 
bouquet, smiling, tearing with joy. You will sure as hell 
miss those grandchildren.  You try to write about love 
but everything you write sounds like an insipid saying 
from a Valentine’s Day greeting card.  You write them 
anyways.

Your friends do not visit as often as they used to.  They 
can see your body decaying and it reminds them of their

own mortality.  The ones that do visit never venture the 
conversation beyond the topical.  Politics, sports and 
pop culture, these are the talks that they will have with 
you.  Your best friend is the only one who will talk to 
you about your health.  He visits every night for an 
hour so your wife can go to the hospital chapel and 
pray.  One winter night, he will ask what you want him 
to do if something does happen to you.  You ask him to 
make sure your wife and kids are doing alright.  And 
you tell him to catch a big old bass in your memory.  
He laughs and replies that he would first like to catch a 
bass in his own honor before he catches one for you.  
There is laughter in the hospital room, a rare moment 
of relief, but, when the laughter trails off and certain 
somberness fills in its wake, you and your friend sit 
without sound, looking down or away, trying to avoid 
each other’s eyes.  After a minute has passed, he 
speaks and tells you that he will help your family and 
do everything he can for them.  He swears to you that 
he will always be there for them, then, he pats your 
hand, says visiting hours are over, stands up and starts 
walking out.  However, before he leaves your room, he 
turns and says I love you bro.  You wonder if he’ll 
come back.

Your wife sleeps in the room, sometimes on the 
small cot the nurses brought for her, sometimes in the 
chair next to your bed.  The bump in her belly grows 
ever larger as you grow smaller.  You wonder if there 
is some great parable to be learned from this, two 
people, one body growing and nurturing new life while 
the other is eaten by its own cells, but you fail to grasp 
it, Newton’s apple does not land in your lap.

You name your children using names from the 
Bible because you know your wife will appreciate 
them. Your wife asks that you do not tell her the names 
because she does not want to have this surprise ruined 
so you write the names down and place them in an 
envelope which you seal.  She takes the envelope with 
her small hand, and for a second, in the midst of that 
hand-off, you see a tremble run through that hand.  
You watch as she clasps the envelope to her breasts, 
her eyes closed, and then quickly place it on the table 
next to the get well cards.  She says that she has to go 
to the bathroom, she says that having two children 
residing in the uterus puts pressure on the bladder and 
this is why she has to go to the bathroom frequently.  
She never says why her eyes are bleary and red after 
she comes out.  

Your letter drives you, and, in your soul, it sustains



Apr - Jun, 20071616

you. You know that death is inevitable and it is doubtful 
that you will live beyond the spring. You cannot die 
until this letter is finished.  You tell yourself this.  You 
write about loss, about pain, about pride and about faith.  
Faith is most difficult.  You don’t know if you believe in 
God, yet you do not want your children to grow up 
jaded, so you profess and proselytize. 

Your father visits.  He sits down by the bed and tries 
to talk.  His words fail him so he just holds your hand 
and looks out towards the window.  He is a grayed man, 
weathered by years in the sun, his face full of lines of a 
long life lived, lines which will never mark your face. 
He asks you how you’re feeling and you reply that you 
are doing okay.  He wants to speak to you, he wants to 
hold you, but, you are dying and he cannot bear to bury 
his own child.  There is only silence between the both of 
you. It is a profound silence and unsaid anguish passes 
from him to you and you find it almost unbearable that 
he is so distraught.  He gets up to leave, he says he has 
to go back home, he says he has business back home, he 
says that he will be back soon.  You ask him to take care 
of your wife and kids.  His blue eyes spring with water 
and he nods and says something inaudible, the words 
caught in his throat, his words failing again. But he 
nodded and you derive satisfaction from that.  You hear 
him sobbing outside and your wife comforts him.  There 
is poignancy in this moment, the wife of a dying man 
comforting the father of a dying son.  You wonder who 
has it worse.  I’m the one dying, you say to yourself, I 
suppose I would win the who’s having the worst day 
contest.  

Your best friend calls.  He asks if you are doing well.  
He says he will stop by soon and apologizes for not 
visiting lately.  He says that he got a really big project 
and he had to stay late to meet his deadline.  He says 
that he’ll visit soon and that he will bring the gang with 
him.  You know they will not come.  You forgive him 
and them, but, somewhere, deep inside, in the hidden 
recesses of your heart, you feel abandoned. 

The drug dosage becomes stronger and the naps become 
longer and the days become shorter.  The sleep eternal 
will be here soon.  Your wife has finally accepted this.  
She no longer cries.  The T.V. echoes in the background 
and she sits next to you, holding your hand and you feel 
her warmth, even when you sleep.  Lately, she sleeps in 
the hospital bed with you, sleeping as still as possible so 
she doesn’t toggle a line or tube, her head on your 
pillow, you hear her breath, you smell the fruity 
conditioner she uses.  It’s a far more pleasant smell than

the ammonia.

Those awakened moments, those few and precious 
moments of lucidity are spent on that letter.  You give 
up trying to be profound and sage-like. There are no 
more elegiac musings in you, no deep philosophy, no 
grand advice.  Only simple things concern you.  You 
watch the days roll into night and you watch the moon 
stand aside as the sun comes in. The winter snow is 
melting away, and, from your window, you see new 
leaves emerge. There are clear, blue days and gray days 
with heavy clouds that clap thunder and flash lighting 
and hear the pitter pattering of spring water drops.  The 
rain.  The rain.  The rain.  Your letter is almost 
finished.  You have one last thing to tell your children 
and it is this—Don’t fear the thunder and lightning 
because it heralds the coming rain and the rain is the 
greatest offering of this world, because, standing in the 
rain reminds a person that they are alive.   Play in it. 
Feel it weighing down your hair, landing on your skin 
and sinking into the pores. Open your mouth and taste 
it on your tongue, cleansing, purifying, affirming.  It is 
freeing.  Roll in the wet sod. Hold the wet mud in your 
fingers and jump feet first into every puddle. That is 
what you know and that is what you write.  

Your wife brings in a priest.  You tell him that you 
are not dead yet, you tell him that you have written the 
first draft of a letter to your children, that you still have 
to edit the letter and make sure that there are no 
grammar mistakes. He asks if you want to have your 
confession heard.  You confess that you are unsure if 
there is a God. You tell him that you hope there is a 
God.  You confess that you are ready to die.

You call your father on the phone and say that you 
love him.

You decide to give that fishing pole to your best friend.  
The nurse gives you a post-it note and you tell him to 
use that reel as planned and go on that fishing trip and 
enjoy it.  You watch as the nurse sticks the note on the 
fishing reel, still standing in the corner, unmoved and 
collecting dust.  You hope it won’t stay unused and 
dusty for too long.

Your wife sits next to you in your bed.  You put 
your head against her shoulder and you cry, your tears 
dampen her shirt and she holds you, and says I love 
you repeatedly. You fall asleep in her arms.

You see your children playing in the rain through
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the window.  You walk outside where you are greeted 
by their smiles, their laughter and their august eyes. 
From the house your wife and father are watching.  
You pick them up, Matthew Jonathan in one arm and 
Sarah Elizabeth in the other. That paternal strength

makes them seem weightless, and you bring them close 
to you.  You feel their heart beats echoing against 
yours.  You will dance with them.  You will dance with 
them in the rain.

Anjali Rao is a junior at Purdue University and is majoring in Engineering with a minor in English. Her favorite 
authors include Jhumpa Lahiri, Joyce Carol Oates and she is an avid fan of Harry Potter.

Chaatuvu by Poet Srinathudu (from 15th century) 
Contributed by Dr. D.H.R. Sarma

A Chaatuvu is a pointed, pithy or witty saying or a short poem equivalent to “epigram” in English. Srinathudu or 
Sreenaadhudu (1385 – 1475 AD) was a born poet of immense caliber and authored several independent works in 
Telugu that included Salivahanasaptasati, Panditaaradhyacharitra, Sringaranaishadhamu and Haravilasamu. Many 
of us are familiar with the story of King Nala and Damayanti from his well known work, Srinagaranaishadhamu, 
which was a translation of Sanskrit Naishadha kavya by Sreeharsha. Following is a beautiful chaatuvu - a “kanda
padyam (kam)”, by Srinathudu. For the reading pleasure of wider readership, it is presented in both Tenglish
(Telugu written in English) and Telugu. - Editor

kam.   sirigalavaaniki chellunu
tarunula padiyaaruvela taga pendlaadan
tirepamunakiddaraandra
paramesaa ganga vidumu paarvati chaalun 

In a state of drought, when water was scarce, the poet was said to have said this: The very rich (sirigalavallu) can 
afford to and are fit to have even 16,000 wives (an obvious reference to Lord Krishna). A monk can hardly afford 
two wives (an obvious reference to Lord Shiva). So, Oh Lord Shiva, let Ganga go, and keep Paarvati!

Legend has it that the drought ended with a steady rain!!! (Ganga and Paarvati are the two wives of Shiva)
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History of the Universe as described in our Scriptures

Ramesh Appareddy

Special Feature

Our scriptures say that the purpose of creation is to give 
a chance to all the souls to become human beings and 
then to realize God who is absolute Bliss.  God inspires 
the cosmic power in its absolute subtle form called 
maya, which evolves itself into the form of the universe 
and the souls, begin to reside in the universe in a living 
form.  The physical body of any being is the creation of 
maya and it has a limited period of time to exist in the 
world.  The body dies and the soul is reincarnated 
somewhere else.  Thus, soul is a power (which is live) 
and maya is only an energy (which is lifeless and 
mindless).  Time (Kala) and the Karma are the two 
forces that keep the universe running continuously.

Creation of the Universe

The universe came into being with the will of God.  
After certain subtle phases of evolution the first thing 
that comes into being is the endless empty space.  There 
are seven phases of extremely subtle manifestations of 
maya that had already happened before the ‘space’ came 
into being.  

1. Space was the eighth subtle manifestation, which 
was,  in fact, the first gross manifestation of the energy 
of maya.  

2. In the endless space, unlimited numbers of pockets 
of various sizes were created.  They became the base of 
uncountable sub-universes.  Within that unimaginable 
enormous and endless-like space, the ninth phase of 
maya (vayu) has evolved which created a circular 
movement in the space itself, as if the entire space was 
in a circular motion from its central point.  

3. Then all over in that space, sub particles evenly 
emerged.  This was the tenth phase of mayic
manifestation (agni). 

4. Then the sub-particles and the particles annihilated 
to form hydrogen atoms.  This was the eleventh phase of 
mayic manifestation (apah).  

5. Then gravity began to predominate and the basic

structure of uncountable galaxies and their clusters 
were gradually formed.  This was the twelfth phase.  

The already existing motion’ in the space now made 
it look like the galaxies were moving away from each 
other.  The speed of this motion of the space varied in 
different areas of this visible universe but with a 
perfectly controlled synchronization.

None of the existing scientific theories so far have 
been able to create such a model of the universe that 
could accommodate all the features of the known 
universe.  But, this knowledge was already 
incorporated in the Bhagawatam that was produced 
by Veda Vyasa around 3102 BC.

The forces:  Kala, karma and maya, all the three 
energies remain together.  Maya remains in two forms: 
the non-materialized subtle energy form and the 
manifested form of the universe.  But Kala (time 
energy) and karma both remain only in their subtle 
energy forms.  They don’t materialize in particle form.  
They only induce their power.  Kala pushes the 
universe to move onward and the force of karma (along 
with the power of Brahma) regulates the happenings of 
the earth planet. 

The functioning of the Planetary System

The supreme God who controls the creation and the 
functioning of the entire universe is Maha Vishnu.  
When the galaxies begin to assume their normal shape, 
at that point Maha Vishnu creates a great number of 
Divinely celestial spaces in the galaxies and enters into 
those spaces as Vishnu.  Vishnu then produces one 
Brahma for each section who controls the creation of 
the sun and its planetary system.  Thus in every 
planetary system there is a Brahma who is called the 
creator.  Prior to the creation of the earth planet, 
Brahma extends the celestial space and creates celestial 
abodes of gods and goddesses.  Each planetary system 
with its celestial abodes of gods and goddesses is called 
one brahmandam.  In this way there are a great number
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of brahmandas in one galaxy.  Celestial abodes are 
invisible as they are in a different space (dimension).

After the formation of the earth planet, the ozone 
layer was formed, oceans began to exist, and the first 
form of life appeared on the planet earth.  The 
Upanishads say that first the vegetation appeared.  
Later on, small creatures like fish and birds and then 
big creatures like tigers and elephants are produced.  
Next Brahma starts the preliminary preparation and 
produces a number of sages who begin to live there.  
Then Divine personalities Swayambhuva Manu and 
Shatarupa start regular human civilization.  As their 
family grows, population gradually increases and 
Bharatavarsham (India) flourishes with the Divine 
wealth kept in the tenets of the Veda, Upanishads and 
Puranas, which God gave to the people of 
Bharathavarsha through Brahma.

The Absolute age of our sun and the earth planet

All of the planetary systems in the galaxy that have 
an earth planet are governed by a unique Divine power, 
Brahma.  There are many stars in the universe that have 
no earth planet and Maha Vishnu directly governs 
those.    

The age of our earth planet in its existing shape is 
1,972 million years.  It has existed prior to that also, 
and so is the status of the sun.  As a general law of 
nature, after a certain period of time, both the sun and 
the earth planet are renewed in order to keep them in 
good shape.  The Bhagawatam describes one day of 
Brahma as one single renewed life of our sun and the 
earth planet, which is 4.32 billion years.  This is also 
called as kalpa. The remaining life of our earth planet 
as well as the sun in its current form is  2.348 (= 4.320 
- 1.972) billion years.  Thus, after around 2.348 billion 
years the sun will gradually grow in size, the 
temperature will increase considerably, the entire 
vegetation on the earth planet will be burnt, and it will 
become uninhabited.  Polar ice will melt, oceans will 
extensively evaporate and then the entire earth planet 
will be totally flooded with cloudbursts of stormy 
weather all over the world.  Afterwards, the sun will 
shrink, its heat will subside and its thermonuclear 
reaction will slow down.  Polar locations of the earth 
may change, ice sheets on the poles and beyond may 
develop, and the nominal heat of the sun may keep 
some of the tropical areas of the oceans unfrozen.  
After over 2 billion years the sun, induced with the 
Divine power of Brahma, starts improving its

thermonuclear reaction, and again revives its normality 
and becomes a fully renewed sun.  This transition 
period is called the pralaya, which is also called as 
the night of Brahma.  During this miserable period 
called the pralaya (or kalpa pralaya), all the souls 
remain in the Divine protection of Brahma.

Veda Vyasa explains in the Bhagawatam that 
155.52 trillion years have passed since Brahma 
originally created this planetary system, and this is the 
present age of Brahma.  The four yugams are Sat 
yugam, which is 1.728 million years, Tretha yugam, 
which is 1.296 million years, Dwapara yugam, which 
is 864,000 years and the Kali yugam, which is 432,000 
years.  Kalpa, which is Brahma’s one-day, equals 
1,000 cycles of the four yugams.  Thus one cycle of the 
four yugams is 4.32 million years.  There are fourteen 
Manus in one Kalpa.  One night of Brahma called as 
the pralaya or kalpa pralaya is also 4.32 billion years.  
During the pralaya the earth planet and the sun along 
with three celestial abodes (bhu, bhuv and swah) enter 
into the transition period and become uninhabited.  
Brahma holds within himself all the beings of the 
material and the celestial worlds in a suspended state 
and sleeps.  When he wakes up he again produces them 
and re-forms them as they were before.  In this way 
Brahma lives for two parardh (twice of 50 years).  
After that, there is a complete dissolution of the 
planetary system and its celestial abodes.  This is called 
prakrit pralaya of the brahmandam.

Currently one parardh is finished and the 
existing kalp is in the second parardh (the first day 
of the 51st year of Brahma) and is called the Varah
kalp (or Shvet Varah kalp).  Also note that one year 
of Brahma is 360 days and not 365 days.  According 
to the above information, Brahma’s age which is 
also the absolute age of our sun and the earth planet 
is: 50 years of Brahma x 720 days and nights x 
(1,000 x 4.32 million years of the four yugams, 
which is one day of Brahma) + 1,971.9625 million 
years (in the present day of Brahma as of 2007 AD) 
= 155.521972 trillion years.  Also note that during 
these 50 years of Brahma’s life 360 x 50 = 18,000 
days and nights of Brahma have elapsed.  Thus our 
earth planet and the sun have already been 
renovated 18,000 times.

Scientists may say that the universe is 15 to 20 
billion years old.  But it is not the total universe 
because the universe also contains black holes and 
the neutron stars whose age is not added to it.  Paul
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Davies in his book “The Last Three Minutes” says:
“Nobody knows how many stars have already 
succumbed in this manner, but the Milky Way alone 
could contain billions of these stellar corpses… A 
dwarf star at the bottom end of the stellar-mass range 
may shine steadily for a trillion years.”

Taking this view of a dwarf star’s life into 
consideration, the actual age of the universe jumps

from the range of billions of years to trillions of 
years.  Again, think of a dwarf star changing to a 
neutron star, and a neutron star turning into a black 
hole.  It may easily come to several trillion years.  
Then, how long these black holes have been in 
existence, no one knows.  Thus, it could be 
reasonably believed that the universe must have 
existed for hundreds of trillions of years.

This article was compiled from, “The True History and the Religion of India” by Dharm Chakravarty Swami 
Prakashanand Saraswati. This landmark encyclopedia of authentic Hinduism gives detailed information on the 
Twelve-phase creation of the universe and the history of our brahmand as described in the Bhagawatam.

To Advertise in Matrimonial Section:
$50 for two issues

Maximum length: 50 words including spaces. At your 
option, ATA will assign a confidential profile ID# or 
you can specify your contact information in the text.

Payment must accompany advertisement. Please 
make checks payable to ATA and mail to:

ATA matrimonials
C/o Siva Prasad Kumpatla,

P.O. Box 68754
Indianapolis, IN 46268

To respond to Profile number 
advertisements:

ATA matrimonials
C/o Siva Prasad Kumpatla,

P.O. Box 68754
Indianapolis, IN 46268

Please enclose your information in a sealed envelope, 
print Profile ID# for which you are responding to, on 
the envelope and affix first class postage stamp. Put 
this envelope in a separate envelope and mail to the 
following address:

in America Bharathi

eAmerica Bharathi now available - Check it Out!
Dear America Bharathi readers:
As indicated in the previous issue, we have made the entire January – March issue of America Bharathi
available online at our ATA website www.ataworld.org. Please check it out for yourself, send a link to 
your friends in the US, India and other countries and ask them to become a part of the growing family 
of America Bharathi readers and contributors.     - Editor
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Lohitha Kethu
Grand Prize Winner – ‘Drawing Your Dreams’ contest

Reported by Venugopala Udumula

Spotlight

“Dreams …ambition…imagination…hope” - these are the words that could be used to describe the creations of 
students from kindergarten to 12th grade who participated in the Virginia College Savings Plan’s 10th anniversary 
“Drawing Your Dreams” poster contest. The contest is awarding more than $550,000 in scholarships, made possible 
through a private corporate gift. More than 11,000 entries were submitted by students across Virginia since the contest 
opened in December 2006. The goal of this 10th anniversary poster contest was to inspire students to dream big and to 
realize that their dreams can become reality through higher education. The winning posters were selected by a panel 
of judges, including renowned Richmond artist Parks Pegram Duffy, Dr. Richard E. Toscan, Dean of Virginia 
Commonwealth University’s School of the Arts, and University of Richmond Professor David Moore, as well as arts 
educators, other artists, art collectors and a gallery owner. 

Lohitha Kethu, a  a sixth grade student at Oak Hill Elementary School of Fairfax County Public Schools system, is 
one among the 13 grand prize winners in this creative and prestigious contest making her the first poster contest-
Grand prize winner from "Indian Community". These thirteen scholarship winners were chosen from a group of 260 
finalists across Virginia. 

Lohitha will receive a four-year university contract (scholarship) from Virginia Prepaid Education Program (VPEP), a 
tax free Internal Revenue Code Section 529 plan that guarantees to cover undergraduate tuition and mandatory fees at 
Virginia public institutions, private colleges or out-of-state schools. In addition, she will also receive a Virginia 
Education Savings TrustSM (VEST) account with a total value of $275.

Lohitha is the daughter of Mr. Sashikanth and Dr. Latha and is the grand daughter of Professor. Kethu Viswanadha
Reddy (Sahitya Akademi Awardee-1997).  

America Bhathi congratulates Lohitha on this outstanding achievement!

Lohitha’s award winning poster
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Indian whiz kids: Vishnu and Shreeja
National Champions – ‘SIP Prodigy 2006 - Abacus and Brain Gym’

Reported by Venugopala Udumula

Spotlight

With respect to mathematics, we generally come across two kinds of people – those who love it and those who don’t. 
Several of those who do love mathematics have a natural flair for it since childhood. It is not an easy task to solve 90 
mathematical problems of addition, subtraction, multiplication and division in five minutes.  But it is a piece of cake 
for six-year-old M. Vishnu Vardhan Reddy and eleven-year-old T.R. Shreeja, studying second and sixth standard 
respectively, in Hyderabad.  

Vishnu and Shreeja are national champions of the SIP Prodigy 2006 Abacus and Brain Gym competitions (National 
competition of solving mathematical problems) that were conducted at Hyderabad International Convention Center 
(HICC). This is the biggest ever National Competition of Abacus and Brain Gym.  A total of 4,000 children in the age 
group of 6-12 years from all over the country participated in these competitions of which about 1,500 are from 
Andhra Pradesh state. 

Master Vishnu Vardhan Reddy, a second standard student of Narayana Concept School, Kukatpally, who solved 89 
problems in five minutes, bagged the Level - I National Champion Trophy while Shreeja, a sixth standard student of 
Pallavi Model School, Bowenpally, grabbed the Level - V National Champion Trophy after solving 92 problems in 
the specified time. 

These two gifted kids not only stand out in terms of their mathematical abilities, but also in their ambitions. While 
Vishnu Vardhan Reddy dreams to become a pilot, Shreeja wishes to become a professor in Mathematics.

Congratulations Vishnu and Shreeja! You made us very proud!

Did your child or a child you know win a significant award, top prize or recognition in academics, cultural or 
social service oriented programs? Then, this is the place to highlight their achievements to serve as inspiration to 
fellow Telugu children. Article should include a mini-bio, a photo and a description of achievement(s). 

Showcase the achievements of Telugu kids
Contribute to “Spotlight!”

America Bharathi acknowledges and appreciates Mr. Venugopala Udumula (udumula123@yahoo.com) for 
contributing this issue’s Spotlight items.
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Multi-Cultural Competence at the dawn of the 21st century

Vijaya Lakshmi Appareddy, M.D.

Invited Feature

Psychological effects of religious and culturally biased information in American textbooks

The United States has been undergoing a significant 
demographic change in the last few decades. There has 
been a remarkable growth in the minority population. 
Most of the growth is under age 18. Minority youth 
constitute 30% of the population and will reach 40% by 
the year 2020 (U.S Bureau of Census).

Development of early ethnic identification begins in 
the pre-school stage. Between ages 5 and 8, children 
show social preferences for their own group in order to 
develop a group concept. During the ages of 8 to 10, 
children begin to crystallize their attributes about their 
own ethnic group and develop curiosity to other 
groups. From age 13 onwards, abstract capacity 
develops to recognize the symbolic dimensions of 
religious thinking. In adolescence there is a unique 
definition of self or identity. Adolescents develop 
subjective identification with their own ethnic group 
and at the same time they come in contact with 
individuals of other ethnic groups, which serves to 
reinforce the external boundaries of their ethnic selves. 
Ethnic identity follows the development of cognitive 
identity. 

Culture is a part of the transactional field that 
influences human behavior and development and is 
made up of a series of interdependent foci.

Culture and religion are not just layers around a 
biological core, but are ingrained into the personality 
and the identity of the individual during the 
developmental years. Teachers and textbooks used in 
K-12 are generally viewed by the student as authentic 
knowledge. Therefore any factually inaccurate or 
biased information about minority culture and religion 
that is contained within the textbooks or taught as a fact

in American classrooms may negatively impact the 
identity of minority students who are already struggling 
to work through their identity in a multi-cultural and 
predominantly Christian environment.

Inadequate cultural and ethnic adaptation can also 
lead to adverse psychological consequences that can 
persist into adulthood, like: 

1. Marginalisation, due to mummification of culture
of origin

2. Over identification with main-stream culture
3.  Identity confusion or negative identity formation

Factually inaccurate and biased information can also 
be one of the factors that lead to ethnic/religious/racial 
prejudice. Children who are prejudiced are socially 
constricted, cynical, suspicious, less secure, rigid, 
externalize conflict, and have a dichotomized view of 
the world. These characteristics may be carried into 
adulthood. 

The development of adaptation to cultural and 
religious diversity is important in an increasingly 
pluralistic society. Factual representation of all cultures 
and religions in the textbooks and classrooms, 
irrespective of the depth of coverage, is absolutely 
essential to cultivate the development of adaptation. 
Good social circumstances, such as a school’s 
environment, are important for healthy multicultural 
adjustment. Achievement of multicultural competence 
is important for minority and majority youth, for it 
gives them greater flexibility in roles, cognitive style, 
including adaptability to use the cultural norms 
appropriate for a given situation. All the above can be 
achieved most easily after one develops a correct 
understanding of his or her ethnic identity. 

Based on the foundational personality and identity 
development that occurs significantly in children from 
age five through adolescence and continued 
psychological implications this development has until 
adulthood, it is imperative for school administrators and 
educators to accept the responsibility of ensuring that
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Social Studies courses accurately represent the diverse 
cultures and religions of the world, and teach them in a 
balanced and unbiased manner in the classroom. This 
will assure that children develop a correct identity of

their own ethnic group and view other cultures and 
religions in the US and the rest of the world in an open 
minded and mutually respective manner.

Dr. Appareddy completed her residency training in Psychiatry and a fellowship in Child and 
Adolescent Psychiatry at Mount Sinai Medical School in New York. She subsequently worked as 
the Assistant Professor of Psychiatry at Brown University Medical School, Providence, RI and 
currently is in private practice at Chattanooga, TN.  She is board certified in Psychiatry and Child & 
Adolescent Psychiatry.  She has held several leadership positions in National organizations.  She was 
the Chairperson of the Board of Trustees of American Association of Physicians of Indian Origin 
(AAPI). In 2002 President Bush appointed her as the Vice Chair of the President’s Committee for 
People with Intellectual Disabilities (PCPID).

One day in Tokyo, some children were discussing that how fun it would be if dinosaurs would be present in current 
century. They thought about this and decided to take the help of a scientist and a magician to make their dreams 
come true. They approached the scientist and the magician and requested to help them out with their wish. They 
both readily agreed to help the children. The scientist did a lot of experiments and with hard work manufactured a 
time machine. The magician, with the help of magic, then created a medicine which was called “guest tablet”. 
Whosoever takes the medicine, that creature becomes the guest of that individual or creature which gave the 
medicine to it. The magician, with the help of time machine, went into the time of Dinosaurs and gave the medicines 
to the dinosaurs. So the dinosaurs took the medicine and as expected became the guests of the magician. As the 
magician lives in Japan (Tokyo city), the dinosaurs set out their journey to Japan. But the children didn't think that 
the scientist and the magician were so foolish. At that time there was only water and Japan was not there. So the 
dinosaurs went in water and perished.

A “Dino” mistake!

Words of wisdom from a seventh grader:

SURABHI ABHILASH
7th Grade, Tagore International School

New Delhi, INDIA

Message: Begin with the end in mind! 

A seventh grade Telugu kid in New Delhi was impressed by our January-March
America Bharathi magazine, put together the following short but

message-oriented story and asked his mother to submit it for 
publication in America Bharathi!

Thank you Abhilash!
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Think before you Click!
eTIPS

Few thoughts and tips on email e-tiquettes

Several readers asked us to put together an article on some tips regarding email usage. While by no means it is 
complete, following is a list of some tips to ponder and practice before you click to send your next message. -Editor

8:45 AM
I got my morning coffee at the company cafeteria and 
started walking back to my office. In the hallway I 
noticed few of my colleagues in a not so happy 
conversation. They were obviously upset over 
something. When I got close to them, my colleague 
Freddy excused himself from that group and asked me, 
“Did you get it too?”

With a quizzical countenance, I asked back, “Get 
what?”

“Looks like you haven’t checked your email this 
morning”, Freddy declared while looking at the other 
guys, “Well, I am not going to spoil it for you buddy. 
Please check your email and if you do, I am sure, you 
will join us for a chat”

Since I didn’t know what to make of that, I rushed to my 
office while wondering what transformed Fernando the 
friendly guy to Fernando the furious. I opened up my 
outlook and there it was….actually, there they 
were………over three dozens of messages with the 
same subject line …. and three more popped up as I was 
watching the monitor, again with the same subject line. 
It was an email started by one person regarding a 
birthday celebration of his colleague but rather than 
sending it to a few distribution lists, it was sent to 
several lists virtually covering a large number of 
employees scattered over many locations. Even worse, 
annoyed by this, people started sending their responses 
about misuse of email – committing another mistake of 
“Reply all”. Well, this led to a down pour of emails that 
irritated many people and choked the email servers 
triggering automated messages to few people saying that 
they have exceeded their mail box size limits.

**********
Lisa comes into my office and requested a few minutes 
of my time. It seems she got an email from her boss that 
enraged her and in an instant replied to that message in 
an irate fashion for which she is regretting now.

*****

“It wasn’t my fault, I just opened the attachment but I 
swear I didn’t know what was in it. And just then my 
boss walked into my office and saw the image on the
monitor…it was very embarrassing”, Dennis lamented. 
An obscene image was sent to him by his friend and 
Dennis was the victim of embarrassment for opening it.

*****
It is not an exaggeration when I say that in these 

modern times our days are not complete without 
sending and/or receiving emails – after all, we are in the 
digital age – or has the digital age got us in its lap (top)? 
We can spend some days simply by going through 
emails and responding to them rather than doing our 
jobs and other things we used to and we loved to do 
with our lives. What I mentioned above are just a few 
of many instances that email users go through at one 
time or the other. What can we do about them? First, 
we can at least start by following (and making our 
contacts adhere to) some email etiquettes…I would like 
to call them – e-tiquettes. 

e-tiquette #1: To reply or not to reply - that is the 
question
This is about discretion. Whenever you receive an 
email, first decide whether you need to reply to it or 
not. For example, you have received an email from the 
president of your organization inviting all employees to 
an event. Obviously, he/she was not anticipating a reply 
from each of the 4,000 employees. In another scenario, 
if you are copied on a message as an FYI basis, read it 
and respond only if needed. Likewise, in many cases, it 
is often not required to reply if your response is obvious 
to the sender. Same goes for jokes, pictures etc., 
received through email. You would like to respond to or 
forward the jokes you like, however, it is best to first 
carefully choose your recipients.

e-tiquette #2: urbi et orbi?
“To the city of Rome and to the World” is the meaning 
of this Latin phrase. When you have to reply to a 
message, decide whether you want to reply to the 
sender (only) or to everybody on the list to which it was
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sent. “Reply All” is one of the most common 
complaints that email users bring up. Most of the time 
you don’t need this option – just respond to the sender.

e-tiquette #3: Not all mail boxes are created equal
Please remember that mail boxes have size limits. If 
you receive messages that gobble up a lot of memory, 
soon you will reach and/or exceed your limit and then 
the system may not allow you to send or receive 
messages. Same thing can happen to your receivers. 
Think twice before sending large messages –
especially if you are sending images and pictures of 
high resolution.

e-tiquette #4: Bigger is not always better
Some of the email senders are used to using all capital 
letters for the message body. While the motive perhaps 
is emphasis, it is generally considered rude and 
irritating to the receiver. Try to avoid this. 

e-tiquette #5: The ‘24’ principle
We all have received upsetting, irritating or annoying 
emails. While some respond to them right away while 
they are still in the upset or angry phase but others 
choose to delay their response. It is good to follow the 
principle of “24” – that is, waiting for 24 hrs before 
replying to such messages. Then, with a steady mind 
(and blood pressure) you can respond to those 
messages tactfully…not to mention peacefully. This 
approach avoids or minimizes many repercussions 
associated with sending angry responses.

e-tiquette #6: They can’t see you in your message
In old Indian movies, when a letter is read they used to 
show the person who wrote that letter as in inset in the 
letter - as if he/she was talking to the reader. Well, we 
don’t have that in email – no visuals or body language. 
This makes a tremendous amount of difference since 
your words and sentences could be easily 
misinterpreted. While emoticons, images etc., could 
enhance the message environment, there is no 
substitute for body language. This calls for extra effort 
in composing messages to convey your messages 
exactly as you intended. Spend time, review it before 
clicking the send button. Someone once said, “Count 
to 10 before you hit the send button”.

e-tiquette#7: Abstain from obscene
Do not forward any graphic or obscene images to your 
friends at their office email IDs and put them in 
awkward positions. Several companies have stringent 
policies against such emails (just like internet usage).

e-tiquette#8: “One little pig…two little pigs…three 
little pigs…”
How does it feel when you receive a chain mail? Two 
many forwards in the subject line is not a welcome
thing. One message…two messages…three 
messages…it keeps on growing to the discomfort of the 
receivers. Try to avoid such things as much as possible.

e-tiquette#9: Some things are better left unmailed
Personal matters, sensitive items etc., are better 
conveyed in person rather than in emails. 

e-tiquette#10: Spic and span…prevents the ban
Organize your mail box…minimize the number of 
emails in your inbox at any given time, empty sent 
folder and delete folder (if it is not automatically done 
or done less frequently by the system). This assures you 
about your compliance with size restriction on the mail 
boxes so that you are not banned from 
sending/receiving.

e-tiquette#11: A mail in time saves whine
Try to respond to emails in a timely manner as much as 
possible. The person that sent you the message may be 
waiting for your response…therefore, it is nice to not 
keep them guessing or waiting. If some action needs to 
be completed before you can send the reply to them 
you can at least reply them saying that you will get 
back to them soon (or not?).

e-tiquette#12: Make subject your objective
We are no strangers to messages without any subject 
lines or those with simply “Re:”. Well, we don’t know 
what it is about unless we open it. It is always a good 
practice to include the topic in the subject line so that 
you get the attention of the receiver with a high 
probability of it being opened.

- Editor
P.S. Please do not send an email to me regarding 
these tips! (…just kidding)

Quotable Quotes
To err is human – and to blame it on a computer is even 
more so. –Robert Orben

The real danger is not that computers will begin to think 
like men, but that men will begin to think like 
computers. -Sydney J. Harris
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Advertise in America Bharathi !
Dear Prospective Sponsor, 

America Bharathi, the magazine of American Telugu Association (ATA) is a 
medium with a very large readership. It is the first Telugu magazine in America and several 
thousands of members and non-members in USA and outside read America Bharathi every 
quarter. Since we are also making the entire issue of America Bharathi available on our 
ATA website (www.ataworld.org), the readership is many times the previous number, 
making it a prominent platform. We hereby request you to consider sponsorship for 
America Bharathi. We are currently looking for sponsors for the forthcoming quarterly 
(July - September) issue of America Bharathi and in return for your sponsorship, we will 
place your advertisement in that issue. 
The suggested advertisement rates are as follows:

Inside Cover (color): $500
Back Cover (3/4 page & color) $500
Inside Full Page $250
Inside ½ Page: $150
Inside ¼ Page: $75
Sponsorship (color): $2500

For more information or if you have questions, please contact: Mr. Buchi Reddy, 
Chairperson – America Bharathi Trust, at: 

By phone:  949-510-8590
By E-mail: HANAMKONDA@AOL.COM

Please mail your sponsorship check made payable to “American Telugu Association”, to the 
following address along with your choice of advertisement, family picture, or business card 
to be published in the forthcoming issue of America Bharathi. 

Address to send your payments & Pictures/Ads:

Siva Prasad Kumpatla
P.O. Box 68754

Indianapolis, IN 46268

Thank you in advance for your support to American Telugu Association and America 
Bharathi magazine. 

- America Bharathi Trust Fund
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|üs¡<˚e‘êdüTÔ‹
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ø√\>=≥¢ e÷≥ y˚T*u≤≥!
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|ü‹Áe‘·\T
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\øÏåà ñeT düTeT‹ ‘·T\dæ düTø£q´

#·+Á<äeT‹j·TT d”‘· kÕ$Á‹ nqdü÷j·T

ø√≥>=≥¢ e÷≥ y˚T*u≤≥!

sêeTø£<∏ä

s¡eTDÏ d”‘· ô|[fl sêeTTì‘√ HêjÓT

s¡eTDÏ q|üVü≤]+#Ó sêeDT+&ÉT

n‘·ì #·+|æ sêeTT&ÜyÓTqT ‘Ó#ÓÃqT

ø√\>=≥¢e÷≥ y˚T*u≤≥!

>√|æø±+>∑q\T
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Ád”Ô\T ˙≥ eTTì– ‘˚*] eTTqT\T>± 

ø√\>=≥¢ e÷≥ y˚T*u≤≥!

q‘·T\T ` qT‘·T\T

&Üˆˆ  dü÷s¡´Á|üø±X¯sêe⁄ ø√\>=≥¢

&Üˆˆ dü÷s¡´Á|üø±X¯sêe⁄ >±s¡T eè‹ÔØ‘ê´ yÓ≥]qØ &Üø£ºs¡T. yês¡T 1970e dü+e‘·‡s¡eTT˝À q÷´j·÷sYÿ˝Àì |òü¢wæ+>¥øÏ

e#êÃs¡T. nø£ÿ&É ñ+&É>± ªª‘Ó\T>∑T kÕs¡dü«‘· kÕ+düÿè‹ø£ dü+|òüT+ªª yê] ªª‘Ó\T>∑T yÓ\T>∑Tµµ |üÁ‹ø£≈£î m&ç≥sY>± |üì

#˚XÊs¡T ≈£L&Ü. 1998˝À y˚Tdü#·T´ôd{Ÿ‡˝Àì πø+Á_&é®øÏ e∫Ã n|üŒ{Ï qT+&ç nø£ÿ&˚ ñ+≥THêïs¡T. kÕVæ≤‘·´|üs¡+>± 30øÏô|’

∫\T≈£î s¡#·q\T #˚XÊs¡T. Á|üdüTÔ‘·eTT ªªÄ≥yÓ\~˝À ÄDÏeTT‘ê´\Tµµ nH˚ X¯‘·ø£+ ÁyêdüTÔHêïs¡T. Ç~ ‘·«s¡˝À

Á|ü#·T]+|üã&ÉT‘·T+~. Á|ü#·Ts¡D≈£î eTT+<˚ ÄX¯‘·ø£+˝Àì ø£=ìï |ü<ë´\qT Çø£ÿ&É eTqeTT+<äT+∫q &Üˆˆ

dü÷s¡´Á|üø±X¯sêe⁄ >±]øÏ nyÓT]ø± uÛ≤s¡‹ ‘·s¡|òü⁄q e÷ Vü≤è<äj·T|üPs¡«ø£ ø£è‘·»„‘·\T.

PNP
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z eTìw”...

$ø£dæ+∫q |ü⁄cÕŒìï #·÷&ÉT
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˙e⁄...
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uÒ‘êfi¯ ø£<∏ä
&Üˆˆ düTπs+Á<ä ¬ø. <ësê

ªª#·+<äe÷eT sêy˚... C≤_*¢ sêy˚!µµ nì neTàbÕ&çq CÀ\bÕ≥\ ‘·s¡Tyê‘·, ‘Ó\T>∑T #·<äe≥+ e∫Ãq <ä>∑Zs¡Tï+∫

Á|ürHÓ̋ ≤ ªª#·+<äe÷eTµµ ø£<∏ä\ |ü⁄düÔø£+ m|ü⁄Œ&ÉT edüTÔ+<ë nì m<äTs¡T #·÷dæq ìqï{Ï ‘Ó\T>∑T |æ\¢̋ ˝À H˚q÷ ˇø£&çì.

eTq dü+düÿè‹øÏ n<ä›+|ü{Ïº, u≤\\ }Vü‰ X¯ø£ÏÔøÏ, C≤„Hê_Ûeè~∆øÏ, eTH√$ø±kÕìøÏ ìs¡T|üe÷qyÓTÆq  ùde #˚dæq, #˚düTÔqï `

eTq ªª#·+<äe÷eTµµ á pHé HÓ\˝À 60 dü+e‘·‡sê\T |üP]Ô #˚düTø=ì, ªª&çõ≥˝Ÿµµ j·TT>∑+˝À n&ÉT>∑Tô|&ÉT‘·Tqï~. eT]

#·+<äe÷eT n+fÒ ªª|ü≥Tºe<ä\ì $Áø£e÷s¡Tÿ&ÉT ` uÒ‘êfi¯ó&ÉTµµ ø£<∏ä >∑Ts¡TÔ≈£î sêì yês¡T+&És¡T. ø=ìï  dü+e‘·‡sê\ ÁøÏ‘·+

»]–q dü+|òüT≥q\qT ªªuÒ‘êfi¯ó&ÉT ` $Áø£e÷s¡Tÿìµµ eT<Ûä´ »]π> Vü‰dü´+ ` j·T<ës¡ú+ ` $TÁ•‘·yÓTÆq  dü+uÛ≤wüD\ <ë«sê

eTq eTT+<äT+∫, á ø£<∏ä <ë«sê #·+<äe÷eTqT eTs√kÕ] eTq≈£î >∑Ts¡TÔ #˚düTÔHêïs¡T. &Ü. düTπs+Á<ä <ësê. 60

dü+e‘·‡sê\T ì+&çq #·+<äe÷eT≈£î »qà~q X¯óuÛ≤ø±+ø£å\T, CÀVü‰s¡T¢ n]Œdü÷Ô, á ø£<∏äqT MT≈£î n+~düTÔHêïeTT 

` dü+bÕ<ä≈£î&ÉT

|ü≥Tº e<ä\ì $Áø£e÷s¡Tÿ&ÉT

m|üŒ{Ï˝≤π> ‹]– #Ó≥Tº e<ä›≈£î

yÓfi¯flkÕ>±&ÉT uÒ‘êfi¯ó&ÉTqï X¯e+

ø√dü+. Ç˝≤ |ü<˚ |ü<˚ #Ó≥Tº <ä>∑Z]øÏ

yÓfi¯fl&É+˝À $Áø£e÷s¡Tÿ&ç |ü≥Tº<ä\

dü&É\˝Ò<äT. ø±˙ düVü≤dü+ e÷Á‘·+

ø=~› ø=~›>± ‘·>∑TZ‘√+~. ªX¯àXÊq+˝À

‹s¡>∑&É+ ñ<ë´qeq+˝À yê´Vü‰´[øÏ

yÓfi¯fl&Ée÷, dü+‘√wü+>±

uÛ≤$+#·&ÜìøÏ? Á|ürkÕØ yÓfi¯fl&É+,

@<√ ˇø£ s¡ø£+>± á uÒ‘êfi¯ó&ÉT Hê

eTÚHêìï uÛÑ+>∑+ #Ój·T´&É+, Ä

$<Ûä+>± eTÚq uÛÑ+>∑+ ø±>±H˚ uÒ‘êfi¯ó

&ÉT X¯e+‘√ düVü‰ ‹]– #Óf…ºø£ÿ&É+,

Ç˝≤ X¯àXÊHê˝À¢H˚ ‹s¡>∑&ÜìøÏ H˚qT

ø±{Ï ø±|ü]Hê Ò̋ø£ sêEHê, Hê≈£î

e÷Á‘·+ sê»´bÕ\q, dü+kÕs¡+ yÓTT<ä˝…’q$ e⁄+&Éyê, Ä

e÷+Á‹≈£î&çøÏ e÷{Ï#˚ÃkÕqT. ø±˙ ˝Òø£b˛‘˚ Hêµ nqT≈£î+≥÷, z

|ü⁄i…¿qT ‘·ìï ‘·÷* |ü&ÉuÀsTT ì\<=≈£îÿ≈£îHêï&ÉT

$Áø£e÷s¡Tÿ&ÉT. ákÕ] @<√ $<Ûä+>± Ä uÒ‘êfi¯ó&ç ñ#·TÃ˝À

∫ø£ÿ≈£î+&Ü n+‘·T#·÷&Ü* nqT≈£îHêï&ÉT. Ç+‘·˝À X¯e+

ñ+&Ée\dæq #Ó≥Tº ø±kÕÔ e∫Ã+~. ‘·\ô|’¬ø‹Ô #·÷dæq sêEøÏ

X¯e+ ø£qã&É̋ Ò<äT. ª‹]– e∫Ãq yê&ÉT m|ü⁄Œ&É÷ ˇø£ #√≥H˚

ñ+&É≈£î+&Ü ˇø√ÿkÕØ ˇø√ÿ#√≥ <ë≈£îÿ+{≤&ÉT, MDÏí

yÓ‘·Tø√ÿ Ò̋ø£ #·êyê*µ nqT≈£î+≥÷  #Óf…ºøÏÿ XÊUÀ|üXÊK˝À¢

uÒ‘êfi¯ó&ÉT mø£ÿ&ÉTHêï&√ yÓ<äø£kÕ>±&ÉT. ªø=+|üBdæ  #Ó≥¢qT

e÷s¡Ã&É+ ø±˙ yÓTT<ä˝…{≤º&Ü M&ÉTµ nì $düT≈£îÿ+≥÷

|ü]øÏ+#˚dü]øÏ ‘=i¿˝ÀqT+∫ ãj·T≥≈£î y˚˝≤&ÉT‘·Tqï X¯e+

‘ê\÷≈£î #ÓsTT´ ø£qã&ç+~.

ªdüTK+>± Ä ø=eTà\ MT<ä,

n+<äT˝Àq÷ ÁøÏ+<ä≈£îqï ø=eTàH˚<√

#·÷düT≈£îì <ëìMT<ä @&çùdÔ H˚qT

ÁøÏ+<ä qT+#˚ n+<äTø√e&ÜìøÏ

kÂ\uÛÑ´+>± ñ+≥T+~ ø£<ë,

qTy˚«yÓTÆHê ‘=+&ÉqT≈£îHêïyê,

ñ&É‘·qT≈£îHêïyê ‘=i¿˝À¢

<ä÷s¡&ÜìøÏ, Ç+ø± qj·T+, ø£˙dü+

á #Ó≥Tº MT<˚ n|òüTÀ]+#êe⁄, y˚s¡T

#Ó≥º˝À <ë≈£îÿì <ë>∑T&ÉT

eT÷‘·˝≤&˚ Ä˝À#·q ˙ ãTi¿˝ÀøÏ

Á|üy˚•+∫+~ ø±<äT, Ò̋ø£ b˛‘˚ qqTï

Ç+ø± Ä≥˝≤&ç+#˚yê&ç$µ nqT≈£îì,

Ç+‘·̋ ÀH˚ ñ*ø£Ïÿ|ü&Ü¶&ÉT uÒ‘êfi¯ó&çøÏ

>±˙ ‘·q eTqdüT˝Àì Ä˝À#·q

‘Ó*ùdÔ ‘·qqT eTT|ü⁄Œ‹|üŒ\T ô|&É‘ê&˚yÓ÷ì, ∫e]øÏ #Ó≥Tº~–,

‘=i¿˝À <ë–e⁄qï X¯yêìï ãj·T≥≈£î ˝≤–, uÛÑTC≤q y˚düT≈£îì,

yÓqøÏÿ ‹]– q&Ée&É+ yÓTT<ä\Tô|{≤º&ÉT. 

n|ü⁄Œ&ÉT X¯e+˝Àì uÒ‘êfi¯ó&ÉT Äe*dü÷Ô ìÁ<ä˝Ò∫ ªªsêC≤!

qTe⁄« @$T Ä•+∫ á |üìøÏ e|ü⁄Œ≈£îHêïy√ ø±˙, ìqTï

#·÷düTÔ+fÒ ˇø√ÿkÕ] C≤* y˚düTÔ+~. sêEej·TT´+&û

eTqTwüß˝À¢ì ≈£î‹‡‘ê\qT, ≈£î‘·+Á‘ê\q÷ ‘Ó\TdüTø√≈£î+&Ü

e÷≥ Çe«&É+ eT+∫~ ø±<äT. qqTï düTK+>± ìÁ<äb˛ìe«e⁄,

sêE>± ˙ $~ÛjÓÆTq Á|üC≤bÕ\q #Ój·T´e⁄. e÷≥ Ç∫Ã qTe⁄«

Ç+‘·{Ï ÁX¯eT|ü&É&É+ Hê≈£î ø£wüº+>± e⁄+~. H˚qT @

ãø£ÿ|”qT>∑T˝ÀH√ e⁄+fÒ qqTï yÓ÷j·T&ÜìøÏ ˙øÏ+‘· ÁX¯eT

e⁄+&˚~ ø±<äT. nqTø√≈£î+&Ü ádü÷ú\ø±j·T+˝À Á|üy˚•+∫q

Picture reproduced by kind courtesy of 
Chandamama India Ltd., Chennai - 600032
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H˚qT ˙≈£î eT]+‘· uÛ≤s¡eTj·÷´qT. dæ<ë∆+‘êìøÏ

$s¡T<ä∆eTe⁄‘·T+<äì ePs¡T≈£îHêïqT. ø±˙, ˝Òø£b˛‘˚ m|ü⁄Œ&√ ˇø£

‘˚*ø£bÕ{Ï ø£fi‚ãs¡+˝ÀìøÏ Á|üy˚•+#˚ yê&çì, düπs Ò̋, #Ój·T´&ÜìøÏ

M\T˝Òì <ëì >∑T]+∫ #Ó|æŒ ìqTï eT]+‘· nkÂø£sê´ìøÏ

>∑T]#Ój·T´&É+ m+<äT≈£î˝Ò, ndü\T $wüj·÷ìø=kÕÔqT.µµ nHêï&ÉT

ˇø£ÿ ø£åD+ Ä>∑T‘·÷.

ªªˇππs uÒ‘êfi¯+!µµ nì ø√|ü+>± ô|’øÏ nquÀsTTq

$Áø£e÷s¡Tÿ&ÉT ˇø£ÿkÕ] Hê*ø£ÿs¡T#·T≈£îì ‘·q eTqdüT˝ÀH˚

Ä˝À#·qì ø=qkÕ–+#ê&ÉT. ª˙ eTTU≤ìøÏ Hê |ü]dæú‹ô|’ C≤*

≈£L&ÜHê, H˚HÓes¡qT≈£îHêïe⁄sê, n‹ã\ dü+|üqTï&çì,

|üsêÁø£eTe+‘·T&çì, ˙ ãs¡Te⁄ Hêø=ø£ ˝…ø£ÿø±<äT. Hê‘√

e÷{≤¢&ç+#˚ e+ø£‘√ qTe⁄« #Ó|ü⁄Œ ø£<∏ä\H˚ $q˝Òø£ #·düTÔHêïqT.

ìqTï yÓ÷ùd ùde ‘·|æŒ‘˚, ø£˙dü+ qTe⁄« #Ó|æŒq ø£<∏ä\qT

Á>∑+<∏ädüÔ+ #˚sTT+∫, Hê≈£î nH˚ø£ n_Ûs¡T#·T\‘√ bÕ≥T

kÕVæ≤‘ê´_Û˝≤wü ≈£L&É e⁄+<äì ìs¡÷|æ+#·T≈£îH˚yê&çì, ø±˙

qTe⁄« qqTï e<äT\T‘·THêïyê. Hê≈£î ˙ C≤* nedüs¡+ ˝Ò<äT.

y˚s¡T X¯e+˝ÀøÏ <ä÷πs Ä˝À#·q ≈£L&Ü #Ój·T´≈£î. <äTdüTÔ\T

e÷]Ãq≥T¢ qTe« ø£fi‚ãsê\qT e÷s¡Ã&É+ yÓTT<ä\Tô|&ç‘˚ ìqTï

yÓ‘·Tø√ÿ&ÜìøÏ #ê˝≤ Çã“+<äT\T |ü&Ü*.µ

uÒ‘êfi¯ó&ÉT ‹]– #Ó|üŒ&É+ ÁbÕs¡+_Û+#ê&ÉT. ªªsêC≤! á ÄX¯

nH˚~ n+‘·T˝Òì~. <ëì |ü]$T‹ ô|]–‘˚ n~ <äTsêX¯>±

e÷s¡T‘·T+~. Ä <äTsêX‚ eTìwæ |ü‘·HêìøÏ <ë]rdüTÔ+~. ˇø£

bÂs¡T&ç˝Àì <äTsêX¯ e\¢, n‘·H√, n‘·ì ≈£î≥T+ãyÓ÷ e÷Á‘·y˚T

qwüºb˛‘·T+~. Ç<˚ <äTsêX¯ ˇø£ sêC≤´~ÛH˚‘·˝À  Á|üy˚•ùdÔ n‘·ì‘√

bÕ≥T n‘·ì kÕÁe÷»´y˚T HêX¯qeTÚ‘·T+~. sê»´ø±+ø£å‘√,

Ä~Û|ü‘ê´ìï  m …̋¢&É̋ ≤ $düÔ]+#ê\H˚ <äs¡T“~∆‘√ j·TT<ë∆\T #˚k˛,

eT+Á‘ê+>±\T q&çb˛ ‘·eT kÕúHêìπø #˚≥T ‘Ó#·TÃ≈£îqï sêE\

ñ<ëVü≤s¡D\T #·]Á‘·˝À mH√ï ñHêïsTT. nsTT‘˚ n+<äs¡÷

˙˝≤+{Ï düVü≤è<äj·TT\÷, $y˚ø£e+‘·T\÷ ø±<äT. ã\e+‘·T˝…’q

sêE\T kÕÁe÷»´ $düÔs¡D≈£î bÕ\Œ&ç‘˚, n~ #˚‘·ø±ì ø=+<äs¡T

ã\V”≤qT\T Ç‘·s¡ <äTsê˝À#·q\‘√ ñHêïs¡T. Á|üC≤πøåeT+ ø£qï,

Á|ü»\ düeTdü´\qT rπsÃ ãT~∆ ≈£îX¯\‘·qT n\es¡#·Tø√e&É+

ø£qï, Ä düeTdü´\ qT+∫ Á|ü»\ <äèwæºì $HêX¯ø£s¡yÓTÆq

$wüj·÷\ô|’øÏ eTs¡*+∫ ‘·eT |üu≤“ìï >∑&ÉT|ü⁄ø√yê\H˚ V”≤q

eTqdüTÿ\T á ø√eøÏ #Ó+~q yêfi¯ófl. n˝≤+{Ï bÕ\≈£î\Tqï

<˚X¯+ >∑Ts¡+N, Ä <˚X¯+ bıs¡T>∑T <˚XÊ\˝À #˚ùd ø£˝À¢\+ >∑T]+∫

˙≈£î #Ó|üŒuÀ‘·THêïqT. ÁX¯eT ‘Ó*j·T≈£î+&Ü $qT. düπsHê?µµ

nHêï&ÉT uÒ‘êfi¯ó&ÉT.

ªne÷à, ˇø£ y˚fi¯ H˚qT bıs¡bÕ≥Tq >±˙ ªª}µµ nH√

ªªn˝≤π>µµ nH√ n+fÒ ‹]– m+#·ø±ÿ #ÓfÒºπøÿdæ z ≈£îqT≈£î

rjÓTT#·Ãì |ü<∏äø£+ y˚kÕyê, qTe⁄«  s√E s√E≈£L eTØ ‘Ó*$

MT]b˛‘·THêïe⁄ uÒ‘êfi≤!µ nqT≈£îHêï&ÉT ø±˙ uÒ‘êfi¯ó&ÉT

‘·+Á‘êìøÏ ˝§+>∑˝Ò<äT $Áø£e÷s¡Tÿ&ÉT.

‘·q |ü<∏äø£+ n+‘· düT\uÛÑ+>± bÕs¡<äì Á>∑Vü≤+∫q X¯e+˝Àì

uÒ‘êfi¯ó&ÉT j·T<ÛëÁ|üø±s¡+>± z uÒ‘êfi¯ ø£<∏ä #Ó|üŒ&É+

ÁbÕs¡+_Û+#ê&ÉT. ªªnq>∑q>± |ü⁄D´uÛÑ÷$T nH˚ <˚X¯+ ñ+&˚~. Ä

<˚X¯+˝Àì Á|ü»\T #ê˝≤ düVü≤è<äj·TT\T, ÁXÊ$T≈£î\T, XÊ+‘·

eT÷s¡TÔ\T, _Ûqï C≤‘·T\÷, _Ûqï dü+düÿè‘·T\÷, $$<Ûä

uÛ≤wü\‘√ s¡+>∑e*¢˝≤ ñ+&˚ á <˚X¯+ _Ûqï‘·«+˝ÀH˚ @ø£‘ê«ìï

#·÷dü÷Ô, yÓ’$<Ûä´y˚T ‘·q ã\+>± uÛ≤$dü÷Ô düT_Ûø£å+>±

$sêõ\T¢‘·÷ ñ+&˚~. |üs¡es¡ZdüVü≤q+‘√, ˇø£ s¡+fÒ ˇø£s¡T

Áù|eT‘√ e⁄+&˚ $XÊ\yÓTÆq |ü⁄D´uÛÑ÷$T Á|ü»\T  m+‘√

dü+‘√wü+‘√ J$+#˚yês¡T. ‘·eT e÷Hêq ‘·eTT e⁄+≥÷,

‘·\e+#·T≈£îì b˛j˚T yêfi¯flqT #·÷ùdÔ á ˝Àø±ìøÏ m|ü⁄Œ&É÷

∫qï #·÷ù| ø£<ë. Wqï‘·´uÛ≤s¡+‘√ ˇ~– ñ+&É&Üìï

ne÷j·Tø£‘·«+>±, #˚‘·ø±ì ‘·q+>± uÛ≤$+#·&É+ Á|ü|ü+#·Ø‹.

n˝≤+{Ï nb˛Vü≤\‘√H˚, kÕÁe÷»´ ø±+ø£å‘√ ñqï eTs√ <˚X¯+

s¡ø£s¡ø±\ ‘·+Á‘ê\‘√ |ü⁄D´uÛÑ÷$T˝À Á|üy˚•+∫ ‘·q Á|üuÛ≤e+

#·÷|æ+#· kÕ–+~. ø£&çyÓ&ÉT bÕ\T bÕ&Ée«&ÜìøÏ ˇø£ÿ u§≥Tº

$wü+ #ê\T nqï #·+<ä+˝À |ü⁄D´uÛÑ÷$TjÓTTø£ÿ |ü]dæú‹ ‘ês¡T

e÷s¡sTT´+~. nsTTHê düVü≤q eT÷s¡TÔ˝…’q Ä Á|ü»\T ø=+‘·

ø±\+ z|æø£>± uÛÑ]+#ês¡T. dü«Á|üjÓ÷»Hê\ ø√düy˚T

nsTTq|üŒ{Ïø° Ä |üsêsTT<˚X¯+ |ü⁄D´uÛÑ÷$T˝À ‘·\ô|{Ïºq

n_Ûeè~∆ ø±s¡´Áø£e÷\qT »s¡>∑ì#êÃs¡T. ˝…ø£ÿ˝Òqìï ∫qï

sêC≤´\T>±, dü+kÕúHê\T>± ñqï á <˚X¯+ |üsêsTTbÕ\qqT

e´‹πsø£+#·&É+˝À ˇø£ÿ≥sTT´+~. eTÚ*ø£ dü<äTbÕj·÷\q÷,

bÕ\Hê e´edüú˝À Áø£eTãB∆ø£s¡Dq÷ »s¡>∑ì∫Ã, <˚XÊìï >∑‘·+˝À

ø£qï eT]+‘· ã‘√ù|‘·+>± nj˚T´es¡≈£L |üsêsTTbÕ\qqT

kÕ>∑ì∫Ã, eT+∫ n<äqT #·÷dæ Ä ÄÁø£eTD <ës¡T\qT ‘·]$T

ø={Ïº+~ Ä <˚X¯ Á|ü». nsTT‘˚ b˛‘·÷ b˛‘·÷ Ä |üsêsTT<˚X¯+

#˚dæq e÷jÓ÷bÕj·T+˝À ∫≈£îÿ≈£îì ø=+<äs¡T kÕ«s¡∆|üs¡T\T

|ü⁄D´uÛÑ÷$Tì eTTø£ÿ\T #˚dæ |ü$Á‘·kÕúq+ nH˚ <˚XÊìï

@s¡Œs¡T#·T≈£îHêïs¡T. dü+≈£î∫‘· ãT~∆‘√  #˚dæq @|ü˙ |òü\Á|ü<ä+

ø±<äT. n<˚ $<Ûä+>± n~Ûø±s¡<ëVü≤+‘√, ìs¡+≈£îX¯ |ü<ä∆‘·T\qT

ne\+_Û+∫q sêE\ bÕ\q˝À Ä |ü$Á‘· kÕúq+ ø±kÕÔ

eTTø£ÿ\sTT´+~. |ü$Á‘·kÕúq|ü⁄ sêø£ådü bÕ\q qT+∫

ãj·T≥|ü&ÉyÓj·T´eTì n+<äT˝Àì |”&ç‘· Á|ü»\T bıs¡T>∑Tq ñqï

|ü⁄D´uÛÑ÷$Tì n]∆+#ês¡T. yê] n;Ûwüº+ y˚Ts¡≈£î, X¯s¡Dqï yê]ì

Ä<äTø√yê\qï dü<äT<˚›X¯´+‘√ |ü⁄D´uÛÑ÷$T yê] @sêŒ≥T≈£î

düVü≤ø£]+∫ z ∫ìï ã+>±s¡T<˚X¯+  Ä$s¡“¤$+#·&É+˝À

bÕ\T|ü+#·T≈£î+~. n|üŒ{Ïπø |ü⁄D´uÛÑ÷$T n+fÒ nø£ÿdüT‘√ ñqï

|ü$Á‘· kÕúq+, n‘·Ô MT<ä ø√dü+ <äT‘·Ô MT<ä #·÷|æ+∫q≥Tº>± `

ã+>±s¡T<˚XÊìï @MT #Ój·T´˝Òø£, #˚dæHê y=]π><˚MT ˝Òø±

|ü⁄D´uÛÑ÷$Tô|’ eT]+‘· ø£ø£åô|+#·T≈£î+~. |ü⁄D´uÛÑ÷$Tì

eTTø£ÿ\T #˚kÕÔqì Á|ü‹qã÷ì neø±X¯ eTTqï|ü⁄&É˝≤¢

|ü⁄D´uÛÑ÷$T˝À ∫#·TÃô|≥ºkÕ–+~.  nsTT‘˚, bıfÒº\T yÓ[fl

ø=+&ÉqT &Ûûû ø=+fÒ @$T »s¡T>∑T‘·T+~? bıfÒº\T >∑T~›q #√≥

Hê\T>∑T eT{Ïº ô|fi¯fl\T sê*‘˚ sê\T‘êsTTø±˙ <Óã“‘·–˝Ò~
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bıfÒº\Tπø ø£<ë. n<˚ »]–+~.

á ø£<∏ä Çø£ÿ&ç es¡≈£L ˇø£ m‘·TÔ. Çø£ô|’ #Ó|üŒuÀj˚T~ eTs√

m‘·TÔ. s√E\˙ï ˇπø s¡ø£+>± ñ+&Ée⁄. ˇø£ eTìwæ J$‘·+˝À

ˇ&ç<äT&ÉT≈£î\T m+‘· düVü≤»yÓ÷, ˇø£ <˚X¯ #·]Á‘·̋ À ≈£L&Ü

ñ‘êúq |ü‘·Hê\T n+‘˚ düVü≤»+. ø±˝≤qT>∑TD+>±

uÛÑ÷˝Àø£+˝Àì nìï <˚XÊ\˝Àq÷ e÷s¡TŒ\T sêkÕ>±sTT.

Hê>∑]ø£‘· ô|]π> ø=‘·Ô s√E˝À¢ n_Ûeè~∆ô|’ <äèwæº kÕ]+∫q

Á|ü»\T, kÂø£sê´\T ô|]π> ø=B› düTU≤\T eT]–, dü+≈£î∫‘·

ãT~›ì n\es¡#·T≈£îì Áø£y˚TD≤ |ü‘·q ~X¯yÓ’|ü⁄

|üj·Tì+#·kÕ>±s¡T. |ü⁄D´eT÷s¡TÔ\≈£î HÓ\yÓ’q |ü⁄D´uÛÑ÷$T

˝≤+{Ï <Ûäq´ uÛÑ÷$T˝À á Á|üuÛ≤e+ n+‘·>± ø£ì|æ+#·˝Ò<äT

ø±˙, ø=ìï Ç‘·s¡ <˚XÊ\ Á|ü»\T $|üØ‘· b˛ø£&É\≈£î n\yê≥T

|ü&ÉkÕ>±s¡T. Hê´j·T+, <Ûäs¡à+ nH˚$ ô|’ô|’ e÷≥˝…’ b˛j·÷sTT.

kÕ«s¡∆+ ô|#·Ã]*¢b˛sTT+~.  ˇø£yÓ’|ü⁄ ø=ìï ã\V”≤q <˚XÊ\T

;<ä]ø£+˝À eT–Zb˛‘·÷ e⁄+fÒ, ÄÁø£$T‘· ÁbÕ+‘ê\˝Àì

eqs¡T\qT yê&ÉT≈£îì ø=ìï<˚XÊ\T nÁ>∑ <˚XÊ\T>±

e÷]b˛j·÷sTT. Á|ü|ü+#·XÊ+‹ ù|s¡T‘√ ˝Òìô|‘·ÔHêìï

HÓ‹Ô¬øøÏÿ+#·T≈£îì uÛÑ÷ eT+&É\+ô|’H˚ ‘·eT Ä~Û|ü‘·´+ ø√dü+

Á|üj·T‹ïdüTÔHêïsTT. |üøÏÿ+{Ï˝À ì|ü⁄Œô|{Ïº, Ä Ç\T¢

‘·>∑\ã&ÉT‘·T+fÒ yÓ#·Ã>± #·*ø±düT≈£îH˚ |ü‘·qHÓ’‹ø£ dæú‹øÏ

~>∑C≤]+~ Ç+<äT˝Àì ˇø£ <˚X¯+. nj·T‘˚ bıs¡T–+{Ï˝À

ñ+<äqT≈£îqï ∫#·TÃ sêE≈£îì ndü\+{Ïπø  mdüs¡T ‘Ó∫Ã+~.

<ëì‘√ #·TÁs¡TeTqï Ä ô|<ä›<˚X¯+ Ä ì|ü⁄Œì nD>∑<=πøÿ

Á|üj·T‘êï\T rÁekÕúsTT˝À #˚ã{Ïº+~. Ä n–ïøÏ Ä»´+

bıj·T´&É+˝À düVü≤ø£]+∫q |ü$Á‘· kÕúq+‘√  dæ>∑TZ $&ç∫ #Ó*$T

#˚dæ+~. Ç~ n<äqT>± #·÷düT≈£îì, Ä ô|<ä› <˚X¯|ü⁄ n+&É

ñ+<äqï ÁuÛÑeT˝À |ü$Á‘· kÕúq+ ø±kÕÔ |ü⁄D´uÛÑ÷$T˝À

<äTwüÿè‘ê´\qT rÁe‘·s¡+ #˚dæ+~. ìÁ<ä b˛‘·Tqï dæ+Vü≤+

˝≤+{Ï |ü⁄D´uÛÑ÷$Tì ¬s#·Ãø={Ïº+~. |ü$Á‘· kÕúq+ô|’ #·s¡´

rdüTø√uÀsTTq |ü⁄D´uÛÑ÷$Tì XÊ+‹+#·&ÜìøÏ Ä ô|<ä› <˚X¯+

eTT+<äTø=∫Ã+~. nsTT‘˚ |ü⁄D´uÛÑ÷$TøÏ »]–q nHê´j·÷ìï

ø±<äq˝Ò<äT, n˝≤ nì ‘·qT Á|üdüTÔ‘·+ yê&ÉT≈£î+≥Tqï
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Á|ü˝ÀuÛ≤\≈£L, dü«Á|üjÓ÷»Hê\≈£L ˝ÀqT ø±≈£î+&Ü
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eT~Û+∫Hê @MT ø±<äT. Væ≤eTe‘·Œs¡«‘ê\qT $T+∫q ø°]Ô

eTq~. eTT˝À¢ø±\˝ÀH˚ m<äTs¡T˝Òì |üs¡êÁø£eT+ eTq~µµ. Ä

dü÷s¡´uÛÑ>∑yêqTì ø£qï rø£åDyÓTÆq ‘·˚»düT‡ eTq~. m+<äs√

|ü⁄D´eT÷s¡TÔ\T, XÊ+‹ <ä÷‘·\÷ |ü⁄{Ïºq, |ü⁄≥ºuÀj˚T |ü$Á‘·

<˚X¯+ Ç~. Ç|ü⁄Œ&˚ ø±<äT, á düèwæº ñqï+‘· ø±\eT÷ Hê

uÛ≤s¡‘êà‘· ÄdæÔ‘ê«ìøÏ uÛÑ+>∑+ ø£\T>∑<äT. á>∑&É¶ô|’ |ü⁄{Ïºq Á|ü‹

bÂs¡T&É÷ y˚\ø=\B $Áø£e÷s¡Tÿ˝…’ X¯Á‘·Te⁄\ |”#·eTDTkÕÔs¡T.

á <˚X¯+ô|’ ø£HÓï‹Ô #·÷ùd kÕVü≤dü+ #˚dæq X¯Á‘·Te⁄ m+‘·{Ï

yê&Ó’Hê n–ï˝À |ü&çq X¯\uÛÑ+˝≤ e÷&ç eTôd’b˛e\dæ+<˚. á

<˚X¯+ dü«j·T+ düeTè<ä∆yÓTÆq~. ¬>\T|ü⁄ø√dü+ dü«X¯øÏÔô|’q,

<Ûäs¡àes¡Ôqô|’q Ä<Ûës¡|ü&ÉT‘·T+~. ø±˙ |üs¡T\ düVü‰j·T+ BìøÏ

nedüs¡+ Ò̋<äT. á<˚X¯ Á|ü»\T  uÛÒ<äuÛ≤yê\≈£î nr‘·T\T.
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<˚XÊìøÏ $|ü‘·TÔ e∫Ãq|ü⁄&ÉT C≤‹ yÓTT‘·Ô+ ˇø£ÿ≥e⁄‘·T+~.

me]Á|ü˝ÀuÛ≤\≈£L ˝§+>∑ì <äè&ÛÉ∫‘·TÔ\T HêC≤‹ Á|ü»\T. ˙

Á|üX¯ï\ìï+{Ïø° á düe÷<Ûëq+ dü]b˛‘·T+<äqT≈£î+{≤qT!?µµ

nHêï&ÉT $Áø£e÷s¡Tÿ&ÉT.

sêE≈£î Ä $<Ûä+>± eTÚquÛÑ+>∑+ ø£\>∑&É+‘√ ªªÁã‘·T≈£î

uÒ‘êfi≤µµ nqT≈£î+≥÷ uÒ‘êfi¯ó&ÉT X¯e+‘√bÕ≥T ‹]–

#Óf…ºø±ÿ&ÉT.

(nø£*Œ‘·+)

9/11 ñ<ä+‘·+ ‘·s¡Tyê‘· nyÓT]ø± Ç∫Ãq <äqTï‘√

bıs¡T>∑T<˚X¯+ eTs√kÕ] uÛ≤s¡‘·<˚X¯+ô|’øÏ ø±\T<äT$«q

H˚|ü<∏ä́ +˝À 2002 »qe]˝À Áyêdæq ø£<∏ä. n&ç–q yÓ+≥H˚

á ø£<∏äqT |ü+|æq &Üˆˆ düTπs+Á<ä>±]øÏ, ªª$Áø£e÷s¡ÿ `

uÒ‘êfi¯µµ ∫Á‘êìï á ø£<∏ä˝À Á|ü#·T]+#·&ÜìøÏ ñ‘·T‡ø£‘·‘√

yÓqTyÓ+≥H˚ nqTeT‹ Ç∫Ãq ªª#·+<äe÷eT Ç+&çj·÷

*$Tf…&éµµ  yê]øÏ nyÓT]ø± u≤s¡‹ ‘·s¡|òü⁄q e÷

ø£è‘·»„‘·\T.

nyÓT]ø± uÛ≤s¡‹ bÕsƒ¡≈£î˝≤sê!

‘Ó\T>∑T ø£<∏ä\q>±H˚ #Ó$ø√düT≈£îH˚yêfi¯ófl …̋≈£ÿ≈£î$TøÏÿ*. eT] MT n+<äs¡≈£L #·ø£ÿì

ø£<∏ä\qT n+~+#·&ÜìøÏ, s¡#·sTT‘·(Á‘·T)\qT Áb˛‘·‡Væ≤+#·&ÜìøÏ y˚TeTT ø£<∏ä\ b˛{°ì

ìs¡«Væ≤düTÔHêïeTT. MTs¡T>±ì, MT ùdïVæ≤‘·T\T>±ì s¡#·q\T #˚kÕÔsê? nsTT‘˚ á b˛{°˝À

bÕ˝§Zì MT Á|ü‹uÛÑqT, dü+<˚XÊìï ø£<∏ä\ s¡÷ù|D≤ nyÓT]ø± uÛ≤s¡‹ bÕsƒ¡≈£î\ø£+~+#·+&ç.

$H√<ë‘·àø£+, dü+<˚XÊ‘·àø£+, ø£*Œ‘·+, nø£*Œ‘·+, bÂsêDÏø£+, kÕ+|ò”Tø£+ Ç‘ê´~ @ n+X¯+

MT<Ó’Hê MTs¡T ø£<∏ä\T Áyêj·Te#·TÃ. ø£<∏ä\ ì&ç$ 2,500 qT+&ç 4,000 |ü<ë\ es¡≈£î n+fÒ

3 qT+&ç 5 Á|æ+f…&é ù|J\ es¡≈£L e#˚Ã˝≤>∑qïe÷≥!

yÓTT<ä{Ï ãVüQeT‹ US $ 100

¬s+&Ée ãVüQeT‹  US $ 75

eT÷&Ée ãVüQeT‹ US $ 50

yÓTT<ä{Ï, ¬s+&Ée, eT÷&Ée ãVüQeT‘·T\T bı+~q ø£<∏ä\qT nyÓT]ø± uÛ≤s¡‹˝À

Á|ü#·T]+#·&Éy˚T >±≈£î+&Ü dü]º|òæ¬ø{Ÿ≈£L&Ü, q>∑<äT‘√ bÕ≥T ãVüAø£]+#·ã&ÉT‘·T+~.

nyÓT]ø± uÛ≤s¡‹ ø£<∏ä\ b˛{°
America Bharathi short Story Contest

ø£<∏ä\T e÷≈£î #˚sê*‡q ‘˚~: Ä>∑düTº 20, 2007

nÁ&ÉdüT : Dr. Siva Prasad Kumpatla
P.O. Box 68754,
Indianapolis, IN 46268

|æ&çm|òt ô|ò’fi¯ófl |ü+bÕ*‡q Email: spkumpatla@hotmail.com
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Publish your works in America Bharathi !
Dear America Bharathi readers, 

Do you like to write in English or Telugu? If so, here is an invitation to you from America Bharathi, the 
magazine of American Telugu Association (ATA). America Bharathi is the first Telugu magazine in America and 
several thousands of members and non-members in USA and outside read it every quarter. In addition, we are also 
making the entire issue of America Bharathi available at our ATA website (www.ataworld.org) because of which 
the readership is many times the current number making it a very prominent platform for conveying information 
about our Telugu community, life in the US, issues faced by Telugu people etc. In addition, we also would like to 
have articles towards educating our youth about our heritage. Please see below for categories of articles that we have 
started or contemplating: 

Articles in English:
1. (a) Essays on issues faced by Telugu people in US or India; (b) short stories (fictional or non-fictional); (c) 
Reports on events or meetings of interest or significant value.
2. “Our heritage”: (Regular feature based on contributions) To educate our youth on our Telugu culture, language, 
dances, traditions, history, values, remarkable personalities (past and present) etc. We will also consider articles 
addressing the above topics about India. Please contact Editor if you would like to write for this feature.
3. “From the desktop of Telugu youth”: (Regular feature). This is a place for articles by our Telugu youth. Please 
encourage your children to write about topics that would be useful to community. Example topics include, but not 
limited to, their views about our culture, modern times, social service, interesting experiences during their trips to 
India. Although we are anticipating contributions from high school or college students, there is no lower or upper 
age limit. We will consider the works as long as the content and writing are acceptable. 
4. “Telugu Tejam”: Report about significant achievements of Telugu people in US. Report should include details 
about the impact of their work, description and significance of the award. A photograph and mini-biographical 
sketch of the awardee is preferred. 
5. “Spotlight”: Did your child or a child you know win a significant award, top prize or recognition in academics, 
cultural or social service oriented programs? Then, this is the place to highlight their achievements to serve as 
inspiration to fellow Telugu children. Article should include a mini-bio, a photo and a description of achievement(s). 

Articles in Telugu:
Poems (according to chandassu); Kavithalu (on relevant topics); Short stories (fictional or non-fictional); 2 or 3 
part serials; reports on significant meetings, activities and initiatives in US or Andhra Pradesh; Cartoons and 
Jokes (appropriate content and intent). 
If you have questions on the relevance of your articles, please send an email to Chief Editor at: 
spkumpatla@hotmail.com

“All articles will be reviewed by America Bharathi committee members and/or invited reviewers with respect to the 
content, language and relevance to Telugu community. The decision of America Bharathi committee is final.” The 
decision on acceptance of your article will be communicated to you soon after it is reviewed and found suitable. 
Accepted articles will be published in the immediate available issue and may be postponed to the next issue if the 
current issue is full. We will follow “first accepted – first published” basis.  
The deadline to “receive” articles towards consideration for 3rd quarterly (July - September) issue of 
America Bharathi is Monday, August 20, 2007. 

Address to send your articles:
Siva Prasad Kumpatla

P.O. Box 68754
Indianapolis, IN 46268

Electronic files of your articles (MS-word) or digital pictures (JPG format, 1 Mb or less in size) can be 
sent to: spkumpatla@hotmail.com. Everything else to be mailed to the address above. 
Thank you in advance for your contributions                     -America Bharathi Committee
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